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' a ie Song 


Through the open door poured the 
strains of many voices to the accompani- 
ment of sonorous organ tones. Even the 
casual passer-by could not miss the fact 
that this was the occasion for great joy. 
Inside were arrayed all the choirs the 
church had to sing the exultant song. The 
congregation, too, with new enthusiam 
joined their choirs in a new song, for this 
was Easter. 

And Easter is here again. The experi- 
ence of the years will surely be repeated. 
Prodded by the pomp and pageantry of a 
great festival, even occasional church-goers 
will be moved to join the company of those 
that go to God’s house to sing His praise. 
Organs will boom forth their best notes and 
choirs will sing again their most joyous 
songs: 

They best will observe Easter who most 
earnestly observed Lent. This is true be- 
cause Easter glory can best be seen against 
the background of gloom that seemingly 


engulfed our Lord as He trod the via do- 
lorosa. We have to put ourselves in the 
place of the first disciples in order to get the 
real meaning of Easter. If we stand in im- 
agination where they stood, we shall expe- 
rience the depth of joy which was theirs on 
the first Easter. And joy will put a song 
in our hearts that will not die when the 
organ’s notes cease to play. It will linger 
long and brighten our darkest days: 

The spirit of the Easter song will also 
affect our attitude as we tackle the every- 
day problems which confront us. All will 
not always be rosy. Only an incurable opti- 
mist would expect it so. But the Christian 
will fight his battles with the assurance 
of ultimate victory for the right. He needs 
but concern himself that he is on the right 
side, on Christ’s side. And, being on 
Christ’s side, the victory is assured, for 
victory is with Him. Let the Easter song 
ring out and on to encourage all in “the 


good fight of faith.” 
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Only New People Can 
Build A New World 


In a recent issue of The Ladies Home Journal there 
appeared a cartoon which displayed very little comedy 
but a great deal of sober truth. A lecturer stands on a 
stage. He has finished his lecture on “The World of 
Tomorrow.” In the audience a man has stood up to 
inquire, “But how are we going to have this brave new 
world when we have to use the same old men?” 


The Core of the Crisis 

Here in one sentence is the core of the crisis which 
faces our world and us. We are talking nobly about a 
world abounding in peace and brotherhood and justice 
and love, but it is just talk because we are still trying to 
use the wrong raw materials in building it. The raw 
materials of the new and better world are not timber or 
steel or uranium The raw material is the same that it 
always has been, men and women. And so long as we 
continue to use the “same old men” we need not expect 
a different world than that which we now have. No 
structure, whether material or human, can be better than 
the quality of the material which goes into its building 


Rotten timber, low grade steel, and inferior masonry only 


Catechetical Evangelism 


Two 


By Richard J. Wolf 


add up to a poor building, no matter how carefully they 
are put together. And any human structure constructed 
of the “same old men” will continue to be weak and faulty, 
no matter how carefully planned and administered. 

. Take a look at these “same old men” at work today. 
It is the “same old men” with their selfishness and greed 
who are making a mess out of our economic life. It makes 
little difference whether we call them “capitalist” or 
“unionist.” Their aims and spirit are the same. Pure self- 
ishness which is concerned only with what can be got for 
itself dictates their every move. They are not concerned 
about the welfare of their fellowmen. “Me, first, last and 
always,” is the spirit of the “same old men” in the eco- 
nomic world. 

They are at work in the international scene too. Fearful, 
distrustful, conniving and suspicious, they are building a 
world situation in which nothing but hate and renewed 
destruction can ensue. And they cannot build anything 
else. They cannot trust any one else, simply because they 
believe, and with good reason, that all others are just like 
themselves. Their suspicions of others in the long run 
only say what they themselves are. And it makes no dif- 
ference where they are found, in America, England, Rus- 
sia or China, their spirit is the same. “We must be ready 
to do to the other guy what he’ll do to us if we don’t do 
it to him first” is the cry of the “same old men” in the 
international field. 

They are at work in personal relations also. Unkind, 
unfair, untruthful, malicious and unloving, they leave a 
trail of odious innuendoes or outright scandal-mongering 
behind them wherever they go. Gossip is one of the worst 
of the modern sins and whenever you meet it—and how 
frequent that is—you are with the “same old men” who 
don’t know the first thing about loving their neighbors as 
they love themselves. 


Church School Evangelism 
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They Also Work in the Church 


So on down the line we could go. The “same old men” 
“are even at work in the Church where God’s purposes are 
twisted and warped to fit the purposes of ambitious, selfish 
men. These are the men who cry, “What’s wrong with 
the Church?” and fail to see that what they are really 
asking is, “What’s wrong with me?” These are the men 
who berate the preacher for a poor sermon but who them- 
selves never give as much as one word of personal wit- 
ness to Jesus Christ in their daily living. These are the 
men who can tell every one how the church affairs should 
be run, but are never around when the job is to be done. 
These are the men who moan that the Church wields so 
little influence in their communities or in the world, but 
never find the zeal to make their own Christian influence 
felt in their homes, or at their work or in their moments 
of recreation. These are the men who think Jesus Christ 
ought to be powerful to change the evils in the lives of 
everyone else, but find no evils in themselves that He can 
change. These are the men who are anxious for God’s 
richest blessings, but who are not so anxious to share them 
with others. The “same old men” are even in the Church. 

It is quite obvious that so long as “we have to use the 
same old men” there is very little reason to hope for a 
better life or a better world. Their spirit is all wrong. 
Selfishness, fear, malice, pettiness, these and the many 
other marks of the “same old men” can never be the basis 
for sweeter, higher and more noble living. 


Making Old Men into New Men 

But, thank the Lord, we do not have to use the “same 
old men.” A “new man” is available. We do not need to 
wait for a new and different generation of men. We can 
have this “new man” right away. He may look just like 
the “old man,” he may live in the same house the “old 
_man” lived in, but he will be a vastly different man. His 
spirit, his character, and his conduct will be completely 
changed. He will be the “old man” converted, transformed 
~ and made over by the power of Jesus Christ. St. Paul put 
it perfectly, “.... if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” (II Cor. 5:17) 

Old things passed away, all things become new—what 
a possibility! Selfishness transformed into sacrifice; fear 
into trust; malice into mercy; pettiness into generosity. 
The things that make our world and life so unlivable can 
_ be transformed into the things that make life worth living. 
Look at the “new man” at work. “Wherefore putting 
_ away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor .... 
let not the sun go down upon your wrath; neither give 
place to the devil. Let him that stole steal no more; but 
rather let him labor, working with his hands that which is 
good, .. . . Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, but that which is good. .. ., that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the holy 
_ Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 


MARCH, 1948 


Personal Evangelism 


clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath 
forgiven you.” (Eph. 4:25-32.) 

This “new man” can be had. He must be had if we 
are to have a new and better life. Only transformed men 
can transform our world. There is no other way. 

But where do these “new men” come from? They begin 
with us, each one of us, as we are transformed by the 
renewing of our minds. We are the “new men.” We need 
not look elsewhere. We, who are Christians, must “prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God” (Romans 12:2). Robert G. LaTourneau tells us 
how he became a minister for the Lord. “This idea that 
the preacher is going to do it all and that all the rest of 
us need to do is keep out of mischief is wrong. We have 
to change those notions. I told God one day that I'd try 
to do what He wanted, and He sent me out to preach. 
I’m trying to tell that the Gospel will work for business- 
men as well as for anybody else. It’s all right for the 
preachers to give us the theory of religion, but it’s up to us 
laymen to tell how it works.” 

How does this work out in practice? Two years ago 
Don Black was just about the biggest flop of a pitcher that 
the American League had. He was a chronic drunkard. 
Even patient old Connie Mack gave up on him. Last year 
Don made a real come-back and pitched the only no hit, 
no run game of the American League for the season. The 
difference between the year before that and last year is 

(Continued on Page 82) 


Three 


What Does It Really Mean? 


The “it” of this question refers to “sal- 
vation” in Christian teaching, this being 
the fourth in a series on the theme, 
Vital Christian Teachings. Then the ques- 
tion becomes, “What does salvation really 
mean?” 

The word “salvation” has been at 
home in Christian preaching and teach- 
ing from the very beginning, and has 
had a most important, even a dominant, 
place there. It has been truly said that 
“the New Testament is through and 
through a literature of salvation.” If you 
will take a concordance of the Bible and 
look up the words “save,” “saviour,” and 
“salvation,” you may be surprised to dis- 
cover how often those words do occur 
the New Testament. You will almost 
certainly be surprised to find their fre- 
quency also in the Old Testament. 

But this emphasis upon salvation is 
not confined to the Scriptures. It has 
persisted through all the centuries of 
Christian history. It was not only the 
apostolic missionaries who said to their 
hearers, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and ye shall be saved,” but Chris- 
tian preachers have been saying the same 
thing ever since. They are saying it still, 
wherever they are speaking to those who 
are not Christians. It is the missionary 
message of Christianity, compressed into 
a single sentence. 

Of course that does not tell us what 
this much-used word means. It indicates 
only the importance that it has always 
had for Christians when they have 
wanted to express their thought about 
the consequences of their faith. We have 
to inquire, therefore, what content they 
put into the word and what meaning it 
has for those who use it today. 


Salvation and the Grace of God 

In any discussion of the Christian way 
of salvation we assume and believe that 
God has made known His mercy. Al- 
though it may not be clearly stated,» it is 
understood that we accept the truth that 
God has made known His grace or 
mercy. God is active in the world 
“chiefly in showing mercy and pity.” It 
is the outreach of His grace in the Word 
of God which brings us salvation. 


Four 


Salvation Means Forgiveness of Sins 

To gospel-believing young people for- 
giveness of sins should be a daily atti- 
tude and habit. When young people 
have not been conscious of wrong-doing, 
they do not experience any keen aware- 
ness of guilt and need for forgiveness. As 
evangelical Lutherans, we know that sin 
is deeper than acting and doing what is 
wrong. We say in a prayer of confession, 
“O God, I have grievously sinned against 
Thee in many ways, not only by outward 
transgression, but also by secret thoughts 
and desires, which I cannot fully un- 
derstand, but which are all known unto 
Thee.” In this Order for Public Con- 
fession we are reminded of the extent 


-of sin. It is not confined to overt acts, 


but is deep-seated in the desires, thoughts 
and motives of men. We experience for- 
giveness when we know that God releases 
us from the guilt of sin for Christ’s sake. 

Some may think of forgiveness of sins 
as being wholly negative. It is but “a 
taking away.” But if there is “a tak- 
ing away” of the guilt of sin, it is 
only in preparation for the greater activ- 
ity of God’s grace in the soul. It is truly 
a removing of the sting of sin. When the 
guilt of sin no longer condemns us, the 
power and rule of sin have been broken. 

Yet we do not believe that forgiveness 
of sins is merely negative. The clear 
words of Luther are “where there is for- 
giveness of sins there is life and salva- 
tion.” 

At the very time of release from the 
guilt of sin there comes “life and salva- 
tion.” We may think of “life and salva- 
tion” and the forgiveness of sins as two 
sides of the same thing. We cannot have 
“life and salvation” without the forgive- 
ness of sins; we cannot have forgiveness 
of sins without “life and salvation.” 


Salvation Means Light in Darkness 

The figure of speech used in our 
scripture is descriptive of the coming of 
light and truth, “to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death.” The light of Christian truth 
shines into the darkness of unbelief and 
ignorance. Those who have not heard 
the Christian gospel are in darkness 
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caused by ignorance. It is only as Chris- 
tian truth and light are imparted that 
salvation becomes a reality. Without 
some knowledge of Christian truth we do 
not have salvation. The least possible 
light and truth necessary for salvation 
would be an awareness of personal guilt 
and belief in the willingness of God to 
forgive. 

But we who are growing believers in 
Christ do not want the minimum in 
Christian truth and light. We want to 
explore the depths. We want an ever- 
growing faith in the gospel. We are 
aware that the limitations of growth in 
grace and the knowledge of God are on 
the human side. God has made His 
grace known and He does not limit our 
growth in knowledge and understanding 
of His gospel. 

So long as we do not make the best 
use of the means for our growth in grace 
we permit areas of darkness to remain in 
our life. Our prayer might well be, “Be- 
ginning wtih me, O Lord, remove the 
darkness caused by my unwillingness: to 
use Thy means of grace. Amen.” 

It is only after a serious searching of 
heart that the social outreach of the gos- 
pel becomes more urgent. We are mes- 
sengers, “to give light to those who sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of death.” 
The claim and demand of the gospel in 
our own lives become an inner urge to 
share it with others. 


Salvation Means Peace 

One of the results of faith in Christ is 
peace. Jesus said, “My peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you.” The apostles after the resurrection 
were witnesses to that peace. 

Someone has described “the peace of 
God” as “the possession of adequate 
spiritual resources.” The example which 
comes to mind is the group of apostles 
before and after the resurrection. It is 
evident as we read the New Testament 
that the group who followed Jesus did 
not know “the peace of God” in their 
own lives before the resurrection. But 
after the experience of Easter and Pen- 
tecost they had “joy and peace in believ- 
ing.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


God Alone Effects Salvation 
Yes, Christians have never conceived 
‘salvation as something which they them- 
selves worked out, either singly or to- 
gether. They looked upon salvation as 
the result of the action of God, to which 
they could contribute absolutely noth- 
ing. It was simply theirs to accept what 
God gave so freely. And this giving was 
His supreme act of self-giving in Christ. 
“God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself.” Many arid divergent are 
the theories of how this was accomplished. 
There is general agreement, however, 
that man’s salvation was intimately bound 
up with Christ’s innocent sufferings and 
ignominious death on the cross. Chris- 
tians have found in the cross a great 
promise, a pledge of the forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation; because of the 
cross, they have put their trust in God 
and entered upon the life of faith; in the 
cross they have found healing for their 
sorrows and compensation for the dis- 
appointment of earthly hopes; in the 
cross they have found the answer to the 
problem of suffering an'd to the challenge 
of evil. Christianity without the cross is 
_ just as inconceivable as without Christ 
- Himself, and Christianity, having both 
Christ and His Cross, is a religion of 
salvation. His holy living and holy dy- 

ing effected our holy redemption. 


Salvation and the Tenses 

Christians have always thought of sal- 
vation as involving all the tenses of hu- 
man language. It is something of the 
past because the cross of Christ was an 
event which took place many years ago. 

- But because what Christ accomplished 
there was for all time and all men, the 
efficacy of the cross still stands. 
Every believer may say, “Christ died 
' for me. The salvation He wrought is 
mine.” If salvation is ever to be ours, it 
must be ours now. It must be a present 
possession. And there are benefits for us 
in the here and now, but that is not all 
there is to salvation. 

There is a future tense to it. We do 
not experience it all here. Salvation also 
includes heaven at the end of life’s road. 

_-There we shall be with Him forever, and 
experience the fullness of salvation. 

So these are beams of light on the 
subject of what salvation really is. They 
are largely confined to what has been re- 
vealed to us and to what man himself can 
experience. Multitudes of the redeemed 
have come to know these facts and to ex- 
perience their’ blessed benefits in their 

_ daily lives. It is the hope, prayer and ex- 
 pectation of Christians that many others 
will come to know Him as their Saviour. 
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THE MEANING OF THE CROSS 


By Oscar Fischer Blackwelder 


Attempting to tell the story of the Cross with any one definition of it is like 
trying to view the universe with one little spyglass. The Cross is larger than any 
theory about it. It is even more than a combination of these theories. 


There is the Ransom Theory, because “He gave His life a ransom for many.” 
For whom did He give His life? And the answer is, For every faltering sinner who 
smites his breast and cries, “Lord, have mercy upon me.” 


There is the Governmental Theory. Stupidity and evil are the greatest enemies 
to a well-governed universe. It requires the Cross of Jesus at the heart of the uni- 
verse to bring it back to balance. The personal equation resolves into, Does He 
govern my life? ’ 

There is the Substitutionary Theory. Said in the language of common folk it 
reads, He died for me. When a man confesses “Many times I have: felt:like giving 
up the struggle, but the figure of the Strange Man hanging upon a-cross sent me 
back to my task again,” he is beginning to understand why Jesus died. for. him. 

There is the Moral Influence Theory. Who can ever estimate the sacrificial living 
inspired by the love which took Jesus to the Cross? 


There is the Reconciliation Theory. “God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself.” Sin is anything and every thing that separates us from God. As the 
Cross of Christ saves men from sin, they are reconciled to God. 


Five 


Every society, every state, every group, every church 
has to face at some time or other “winds” of doctrine— 
beliefs and teachings that clash with the officially accepted 
and taught doctrines of the group. Such “winds” serve to 
divide groups, tend to make them forget what is impor- 
tant, and often waste the group’s time and energy on what 
turns out to be irrelevant or at least of little lasting 
significance. 

But some of these false doctrines have far-reaching 
implications and are sufficiently serious to merit careful 
consideration by persons who want to develop a fruitful, 
harmonious way of life. Again, some of these notions, 
although ancient in origin, manage to keep coming up 
through the ages, putting on cleverly new faces and 
thereby deceiving the unwary victim. 

It is the purpose of this brief article to indicate just a 
few of these “winds.” None of them is perhaps directly 
religious or theological, but all of them have definite, 
although often obscured, implications for our Christian life 


Beliefs Don't Matter 

One writer has recently stated: “There was a time not 
so long ago when men were saying, quite blithely, ‘It does 
not make any difference what you believe as long as you 
are honest in your belief.’ But no fallacy has ever been 
more thoroughly exploded than that one, and the war 
did it.” 

This writer then goes on to show how the stubborn re- 
sistance of the Japanese soldiers and the adamant position 
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Winds 
Of Doctrine 


By James A. Rikard 


of thoroughly indoctrinated young Nazis have made us 
realize again that the notion that beliefs don’t matter is an 
evil wind of doctrine. It simply never has been true that 
actions alone count and that beliefs are ineffective in 
determining human behavior. The fact is that, historically, 
beliefs (and the doctrines that are the formulations of 
beliefs) have always made a tremendous difference, so 
long as the beliefs were vital and were enthusiastically 
held by the believer. One needs only to recall the serious 
conflicts in the past that resulted from differing ideas 
about religion, politics, economics, etc. _ 

There are some today who believe that the world’s 
problems can be solved by nations acting together for the 
common good of man, even though the nations cannot 
agree among themselves on any common political, eco- 
nomic, or social beliefs. Now if this is taken to imply that 
many differences in ideology are of, little real importance, 
then the position is probably well taken. But if it is sup- 
posed to mean that people can work together without any 
fundamental common beliefs, then we have another illus- 
tration of the “wind” that beliefs are not important. It 
undoubtedly does men good periodically to become weary 
of certain theories and theorists, but we must beware the 
notion that beliefs make no difference. 


Man Is Self-Sufficient 


The concept of self-sufficiency (the Greeks had a word 
for it, “autarchy”) is at least two thousand years old, but 
it too is a “wind” that haunts modern man. As human 
knowledge expands, as man gains more and more control 
over the physical universe and over himself, there is the 
inevitable tendency for man to believe that he can work 
out his own destiny both individually and socially. This 
is supposed to lead to a healthy optimism and to be the 
banishment of many fogies and phobias of ancient super- 
stitions. 
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Of course, this notion does have a certain value, for it 
serves to offset the opposing view that man is utterly help- 
less, a pawn of some non-human, impersonal fate. This 
latter idea is itself a “wind,” and it can and does lead 
men to accept passively whatever happens to them or 
whatever past customs dictate. It tends to stifle all 
attempts at progress and at the elimination of evils from 
man’s life. But the evil notion of man’s utter helplessness 
is never going to be corrected by asserting the equally evil 
notion of man’s entire self-sufficiency. 

As a matter of fact, such a happy optimism tends to 
crack when men run up against constant exhibitions of 
human stupidity and of stubborn resistance to progress. 
Also sudden death and natural catastrophes place a severe 
strain upon this idea. Thus men give up hope or begin 
to demand dictators, strong men, superior classes, who 
shall make men masters of themselves in spite of them- 
selves. 

The Christian needs to strike a happy medium between 
such a false optimism and the equally false pessimism. 
He knows he is made in the “image” of God, but he also 
knows that he is not God. He knows that God expects His 
children to grow and to work, but he also knows that God 
does not expect him to accomplish all things by human 
power alone. Man does not live alone in this world, but 
the Spirit of God is ever present to aid and to help him. 


Morality Is Always Subjective and Relative 
Faced with the evidence that men at different times, and 
in different places at the same time, have had different 
ideas of right and wrong, some people have gone on to 
assert that moral conceptions are entirely of human origin. 

The physical universe then may be thought of as at best 
valueless, or perhaps even hostile to human values. Fur- 
thermore, since history shows that many mistaken moral 
notions have been strongly held by our predecessors, there 
is little likelihood that we can do any better at arriving 
at any eternally valid statements about good and evil. 

From such a general position it is easy to go on to the 
stage where one tries to get rid of any burdensome laws 
and customs by showing that, since they are not of his 
choice and of his pleasure, they are not binding upon him. 
And so men excuse themselves for satisfying their own 
peculiar desires, regardless of what anyone else may think 
about them. Such a view will justify any manner of life, 
any kind of sex relations, any kind of business practices, 
so long as it suits the individual practicing them. 

_ Christians need to remind themselves that we believe God 
has established a certain moral order in this world, whether 
we like it or not; and that God expects His followers to 
live up to definite moral standards. Or so at least the Old 
Testament prophets thought, and so also Jesus taught. We 
doom ourselves when we go counter to these laws. We 
bring misery not only upon ourselves, but also upon those 
who are nearest and dearest to us, and even upon those 
who do not know us, as the influences of our immoralities 
spread throughout our social order. Beware the “wind” 
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To Come in 1948 


The following additional topics for Young 
Adults are scheduled to appear in the order 
given during the remainder of the year 1948. 
(Reprints may be had—2 a month—at one dollar 


per year.) 


Being a Christian at My Job 

Is My Home Christian? 

So Your Friend is Going to Marry a Catholic! 

Christian Citizenship 

Understanding My Neighbor, the Jew 

The Christian and Labor—Organized or Other- 
wise 

Vote—No Matter How! 

What’s New in Missions? 

The Old Testament Looks to the New 


that says good and bad are our own creations and are 
relative to our own desires. 


Only the Present Is Important 

There are some people who believe that only the present 
moment counts. The past is gone forever, and the future 
is something always ahead of us. The present moment is 
all we possess. Let us make the best of it! 

When such a notion is coupled with a wrong concep- 
tion of God’s providence, and with the common miscon- 
ception of Jesus’ demand that we “take no thought for the 
morrow,” then disastrous results follow. It becomes silly 
to use our energy to plan now for what may come tomor- 
row. We are urged to trust God, live completely now, 
seize all that we can of the fleeting present, banish cares 
and worries about the future, forget the past. Everyone 
has met persons who live by such a “wind.” They make 
no attempt to save anything for a rainy day; they oppose 
all forms of insurance; they won't accept any future duties 
in organizations; they avoid marriage and having children. 
All such activities bind us to an uncertain future. Any 
public welfare official, any social worker, any pastor, can 
show you the tragedies that result from such a policy. 

To set the record straight, it ought to be emphasized 
that the notion of God’s providence does not relieve man 
of any obligation to do what he can for himself; and when 
Jesus said “take no thought for the morrow,” a more cor- 
rect translation is “Don’t worry too much about tomorrow,” 
which certainly does not mean that we are to think only 
about today. Of course, the Christian must make the most 
of the present. But the Christian also lives in and for 
eternity, and the future is always pregnant with hope and 
significance for him. To be a Christian requires not a 
short, but a long, view—a view that encompasses past, 
present, and future. 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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Executive Committee Plans 
Two Church-Wide League Rallies 


President Howard L. Logan opened the annual meeting 
of the Executive Committee of The Luther League of 
America with devotions Tuesday, November 25, 1947. 
President Logan called attention to the fact that we are 
responsible to Christ, our Church, and to our organization 
to serve the youth of The United Lutheran Church to the 
best of our ability. To this end the Committee set to work 
with the reports and recommendations submitted by the 
officers, the Secretaries and the various committee chairmen. 

All the officers were present except Treasurer Howard 
Turkheimer, Jr., who was prevented from attending by the 
press of his work as a public accountant. Pressing duties 
detained both Mr. Alvin Schaediger, Immediate Past 
President, and Mr. Edward Wiggert, Member-at-large. Mr. 
Schaediger had not been absent from a meeting of this 
Committee since he first became a member of it in 1929. 

The meeting was held at Springfield, Ohio, in connec- 
tion with the Conference of Presidents. Most of the ses- 
sions came before the Presidents’ meeting began and were 
held in Hotel Shawnee. In addition to those who are 
members of the Committee, the following persons were 
present at one or more of the sessions of the meeting: Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, President of The United Lutheran 
Church in America; Rev. Earl Rahn, Secretary of Christian 
Education of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, and Rev. 
Vernon F. Frazier, Youth Secretary of the South Carolina 
Synod. 

From the many recommendations adopted, we are 
selecting those which we believe will be of interest to 
the most of the members of local and State or Synodical 
Luther Leagues. 


The Next National Convention 
The 1949 Convention will be held at Roanoke, Virginia, 
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By Joseph W. Frease 


August 22-26, Monday through Friday. These dates were 
selected because the Committee is anxious to make the 
convention possible to as many Leaguers as wish to attend. 
Hotel accommodations usually are too expensive for 
younger Leaguers to meet and in August additional room- 
ing facilities, at much lower cost, will be available at 
nearby Roanoke College and Hollis College. The registra- 
tion fee will be 3.00. 


Expanding Our Services 

In order to increase our service to youth throughout the 
Church the travel budget for the staff and officers of the 
Luther League of America will be increased substantially 
for 1948. It is hoped that State and Synodical Luther 
Leagues will make use of these persons for Youth Rallies, 
Workers’ Conferences, Conferences with Synodical Luther 
League or Youth Committees. It was agreed that State 
and Synodical groups should share the cost of travel and 
provide accommodations for the representative to such 
meetings. 

Also included in the increase of service is the plan for 
expanding the Luther League itself. Far too few of the 
youth of the Church have been reached and are being 
served by our program. To this end a major portion of the 
emphasis throughout this year will be placed upon the 
Intermediate group. Intermediate Rallies are contem- 
plated throughout the Church on Sunday, April 25, 
1948. A twofold purpose is in the plan for these rallies: 
first, that the Church in every local congregation will 
become aware of the opportunity which lies among this 
age-group; second, to appeal to the Intermediates them- 
selves for their support of our program. 

It was voted to call a third full-time secretary to the staff 
of The Luther League of America provided the balances 

Executive Committee in annual ses- 
sion at Wittenberg College. Front row, 
left to right, are: Garfield Raymond, 
second vice president; Ruth Blackburn, 
recording secretary; Howard L. Logan, 
president; Roy Henrickson, first vice 
president; Howard Turkheimer, Jr., trea- 
surer. Second row: The Rev. William 
Ducker, associate secretary; Clara 
Roitsch, chairman of intermediate com- 
mittee; Mabel Seagle, Pocket Testament 
League chairman; Ruth Greve, member 
at large; the Rev. Joseph Frease, ex- 
ecutive secretary. Back row: The Rev. 
William F. Most, member at large; 
Clarence L. Neun, chairman of special 
gifts committee; Robert Menges, chair- 
man of missionary committee; the Rev. 
Carl A. Driscoll, member at large. Also 
present were: the Rev. J. P. Shannon, 
life service committee chairman; Mrs. 
Paul H. Cover, education committee 


chairman; Eugene Geiger, member at 
large. 
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in the current fund on January 1, 1948, exceed $3,000. 
The first task of the new secretary is to strengthen the 
Intermediate program and to focus attention upon this 
age-group. f 

Luther League Advance Rallies are to be held all along 
the League front next November. Headquarters will work 
out a uniform program and offer it to state and synodical 
Leagues. The purpose of these Rallies is to stir new en- 
thusiasm following the Church’s action on its youth pro- 
gram at the Philadelphia Convention. 


Aids to Local Leagues 

It is hoped that many local Leagues will benefit directly 
or indirectly from these larger services to State and Syn- 
odical groups. Direct contacts will come when members 
of local groups are in attendance when The Luther League 
of America representative is present. Other direct assist- 
ance will be given by pamphlets; such as, the “If I Were” 
series, for local officers free upon request. It is also hoped 
to provide attractive posters for local use from time to time. 

The officers and staff expect that the regular publica- 
tions are always considered as aids to local groups. For 
this reason The Luther League Review, The Senior Topics 
and Intermediate Helps were studied carefully by the 
Educational Committee. A number of recommendations 
were offered and adopted looking to the improvement of 
these publications. Many of the pamphlets are being 
revised. Some new tracts are contemplated. 


The Apportionment for 1948 
Encouraged by the excellent response to the new plan 
of raising funds for the Current Fund by the apportion- 
ment method, the Committee adopted the following 
motions: 

1. That .the ApporTIONMENT be, raised apart from 
Faith in Youth Offerings and be sent through the 
regular State or Synodical Luther League channels. 

2. That $20,000 of the 1948 budget be apportioned to 
State and Synodical Luther Leagues. 


Membership Increases 
Statistical reports received just before the meeting indi- 
cate that the membership has grown from 26,000 in 1946 
to nearly 31,000. Of this number 6,650 are Intermediates; 
9,850 are Seniors; 6,452 are Young People; and the re- 
mainder, 7,920 are in ungrouped Leagues. 


New Synodical Leagues 

Two new Synodical Leagues presented applications for 
membership in The Luther League of America. Favorable 
action will be reported to the Roanoke Convention to 
receive The Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Nova Scotia and The Luther League of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 

The application from The Luther League of the Evange- 
lical Lutheran Synod of Western Canada was not con- 
plete, and could not be acted upon. 
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Koch Laboratories Building, Wittenberg College, as seen 
from the Middle campus. Some of the recent League meet- 
ings were held here. 


Youth Sunday 1948 
Youtu Sunpay 1948 will be held on September 19. The 

theme adopted is “In Quest for the Best.” A special pro- 
gram and poster will be prepared and printed for the 
observance of this day in the Luther League. It was 
voted: 

That all Faith in Youth Offerings are to be sent 

directly to The Luther League of America, or, 

if required by a rule of the Synod, through the 

treasurer of the synod to which the group is 

auxiliary. 


Missions 

It was reported that Miss Ielene Ufkes, the Luther 
League Missionary to China, is on the Field. She is busy 
with stenographic work, teaching English and music. She 
is finding many opportunities to sing in Church services. 
The committee voted to send a Christmas box to Miss 
Ufkes which is to be a gift from The Luther League of 
America (the office stenographers at Headquarters pur- 
chased a number of personal items for this Christmas box). 

It was reported that nearly $9,000 had been received 
toward the China-Skeldon fund. Nearly twenty state and 
synodical groups had met or exceeded their quota for 1947, 


Life Service 

Life on Today's Frontiers was the theme adopted for 
Life Service Day in 1948. This theme harmonizes with 
the mission study emphasis for this year, namely, Amer- 
ica’s Geographical Frontiers and China. 


In Appreciation 

In recognition of the financial assistance given through 
the past year, it was voted to express our thanks to the 
Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church for its 
appropriation. 

In recognition of twenty years of faithful service as the 
printer of The Luther League Review, the committee 
adopted certain resolutions which are to be presented to 
the Kurzenknabe Press, Harrisburg, through its president, 
Mr. John George Kurzenknabe. In order to make this 
action ‘tangible, a suitable bronze plaque will be made, 
inscribed, and presented to these faithful servants. 
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First Conference of Presidents Held 
At Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio 


The first conference of presidents of state and synodical 
Luther Leagues was called by the Executive Committee 
of THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA, November 26-28, 
1947, and held on the campus of Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio. The program was arranged to give 
maximum benefit to those who exercised the chief admin- 
istrative function in the state and synodical Leagues, and 
in order to insure their presence THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA worked out a system of equalizing traveling 
expenses. 

Twenty-nine presidents came from all sections of the 
country—the United States and Canada. Two presidents 
were represented by other officers—one by a treasurer and 
the other by a vice-president. Only five groups were not 
represented at all—Georgia-Alabama, Mississippi, Mon- 
tana, Western Canada, and West Virgina. There was no 
lack of interest in any of these cases, but rather a com- 
bination of circumstances which made representation im- 
possible. 

It was not possible to have treasurers share in the travel 
equalization fund, because the plan did not include it, 
but state and synodical Leagues were invited to send 
their treasurers. Nine such were present. In addition 
there were two vice-presidents, one recording secretary, 
and four synodical youth directors present. 

Those in attendance were unanimous in declaring the 
meeting inspiring and genuinely helpful. There were also 
constructive suggestions for the improvement of the pro- 


gram in another year and agreement-that the worth of 
such meetings warranted their being held every other 
year. However, since the next LLA convention will not 
be held until 1949, it was believed desirable to hold a 
similar conference in 1948. Wittenberg College has again 
generously offered the use of its commodious facilities 
for the Thanksgiving Season. 

At this first conference a complete picture of the pro- 
gram of Luther League was attempted, the official fam- 
ily—officers, committee chairmen, and staff—presenting the 
various parts of the total program. The one generally 
recognized fault was the attempt to crowd too much into 
too short a time, not allowing enough time for a free ex- 
change of ideas and discussion of the mutual problems in 
the state and synodical Leagues. No officer of a state or 
synodical League could have been present and not been 
impressed with the very great importance of his role in 
the promoting of the work of Luther League in his terri- 
tory. Many confessed a better understanding and deeper 
appreciation of the task set before them. 

Though the main purpose of the conference was to get 
a better grasp on the total task of Luther League and to 
gain new insights into the “how” of doing it in the synods, 
the inspirational character of such gatherings was not 
overlooked. The President of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, crowded in 
a day’s visit and a stirring speech into his always full 
schedule. The appalling state of Lutheranism on the 


The assembly of persons attending the first Conference of Presidents held by the LLA. 
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Continent was presented most effectively by Rev. H. W. 
Falk, pastor from Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. Pastor 
'Falk’s address led the presidents to pass a resolution ask- 
ing that “consideration be given to a project in one of the 
war-tom countries when the project is selected for the 
next bi-ennium.” In addition, the presidents agreed to 
urge Luther Leaguers in their respective areas to give 
‘active and immediate assistance in the gathering of used 
clothing for Lutheran World Relief. 

The League executives present were given a first hand 
opportunity to hear of the latest developments in World 
Lutheranism when on Thanksgiving morning the distin- 
guished churchman Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss, Wittenberg’s 
president and member of U.L.C.A. Executive Board who 
was then president of the National Lutheran Council, gave 
a vivid picture of the Lutheran world assembly held at 
Lund, Sweden, last summer. 

Attention was focused on special developments within 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA for 1948 when 
Rey. William S. Avery, Enlistment Secretary of the Parish 
and Church School Board, addressed the group on that 
subject, and when Mr. Henry Endress, Associate Stew- 
ardship Secretary of the ULCA, gave a moving bit of 
personal testimony on his subject and underscored the 
“Double Discipleship” program of our Church in this its 
30th anniversary year. The program for the conference 
and the undivided interest of those in attendance proved 
again to all doubters that the Luther League is truly “Of 
the Church, By the Church, For the Church.” 

Though the conference was called for a serious purpose 
and those present stuck to the business in hand, some 
opportunity was also given for social fellowship so neces- 
sary to a happy group life. Springfield’s Federation of 


Luther Leagues was the first to get the ball rolling. They 
provided a social hour on the first evening after the busi- 
ness session and served delicious refreshments. 

The social highlight was the banquet of Thanksgiving 
evening, when turkey and all the trimmings was served. 
All the other meals, which were excellent, were served 
cafeteria style. First vice-president Roy Hendrickson was 
the toastmaster. He also led in the singing of many ap- 
propriate songs. A feature of the program was a presen- 
tation of the Roanoke Convention by Miss Lois Sloop, 
president of the Virginia synodical Luther League who 
will serve as hosts to the 1949 convention of THE LUTHER 
LEAGUE OF AMERICA. Miniature N & W coal cars filled 
with Planter’s peanuts served as favors. In a novel man- 
ner Lois assured her hearers of the warmest of southern 
welcomes and a maximum of southern hospitality when 
they attend the Roanoke convention, August 22-26, 1949. 

The speeches of the evening were given by Pastors 
Vernon F. Frazier, Youth Director of the S. C. Synod, 
and Earl F. Rahn, Director of Christian Education in 
the Ministerium of Pa. These gentlemen spoke on the 
subject of synodical youth rallies, the synod of each hav- 
ing successfully conducted them for the past several years. 

Adjoining to the Laboratory Theatre of Koch Hall, the 
Leaguers had the privilege of seeing colored moving pic- 
tures of Oslo and the World Conference of Christian 
Youth taken by Clarence Neun, the Luther League’s offi- 
cial delegate to the convention last summer. Clarence 
gave his silent pictures the benefit of the sound effect of 
his own voice when he gave almost continuous commen- 
tary on the pictures and the work of the great youth con- 
vention which he was privileged to attend. 

(Continued on Page 32) 


Health and Physical Education Bldg., Wittenberg College where opening and closing sessions of the Presidents’ Conference were held 
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An Open Letter 


to 


Luther Leaguers 


“Man believes with his heart and so is justified.” Romans 10:10 


“Cleanse your hands ... and purify your hearts.” James 4:8 
“But in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord.” I Peter 3:15 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 
Matthew 5:8 
“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD AND 
KEEP IT!‘‘—Luke. 11:28 


We are now in the month of March and the middle of 
Lent. This is a time for filling our spiritual reservoirs, for 
cultivating the inner life. Right thinking, right living, 
Christian faith can come only from the knowledge of the 
Word of God. If one’s life is to have proper direction and 
purpose, if good service is to be rendered, one must know 
what the Will of God is. One must have a clear vision 
of the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Otherwise life be- 
comes a complex maze without an exit, in which one is 
deceived by much activity into thinking that he is accom- 
plishing something. 

I remember a teen-age experience at a vacation spot 
on one of the many lakes in our northern wonderland. 
Several of us teen-agers decided to paddle a canoe across 
the bay and around a point beyond which lay a beautiful 
sand beach. All went well until we rounded the point. 
A stiff breeze met us as we entered the open body of 
water. Being inexperienced and untrained in the art of 
canoeing, we were tossed and twirled like a bobbing 
cork. By heroic struggles we managed to bring the canoe 
to the ‘shore and carried it home through the woods. We 
never did accomplish our purpose—to reach the beach 
and go swimming. But in our innocence we fancied that 
we had performed a great feat in getting to land at all. 
One of nature’s little obstacles had defeated us because 
we lacked proper understanding of what obstacles we 
might have to face, and because we lacked the knowledge 
and training necessary for overcoming the obstacles. 

Let us ask ourselves, this Lent, what our goal in life is, 
where our present efforts are leading us, what obstacles 
may lie ahead of us, and how we can triumph to the 
Glory of God! The answers lie in the Word of God. The 
strength to win is afforded by the Holy Spirit. “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” If Christ 
is in the heart, then you shall know the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life; then are you ready and able to serve—to 

‘be Christian! 
John P. Shannon, Chairman 
Life Service committee 
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Book-Of-The-Month Club 


Selections for March 


For Intermediates 


THE STORY OF CHRISTINA 


By Hope Newell 


Harper & Brothers $2.50 


Christina Little, an orphan, lived on a farm with a self-cen- 
tered elderly couple, Aunt Hetty and Uncle Zack Skattles. 
“Teeny” as she was known in the home tried to overcome all 
her troubles by eating almost every idle minute as well as at 
every meal. As a result she was a very plump girl. 

Karl, another orphan, came to help Uncle Zack with the 
farming. He and “Teeny” became close friends before he re- 
belled against unfair treatment and ran away. 

This gave “Teeny” courage to venture out into the world 
on her own one day when Uncle Zack and Aunt Hetty went 
to the circus without her. This story is filled with excitement 
and adventure from that moment. 


For Seniors 


ASSORTED SISTERS 


By Florence Crannell Means 


Houghton Mifflin Company $2.50 


Mary Locke becomes a citizen of Denver. Her new home is 
quite different from the one she knew in the Indian Reserva- 
tion. Her life in the city became more interesting when she 
met two other lonely girls. With Mei-Lee, a Chinese refugee 
and Marita, a Spanish-American girl, she forms the “Assorted 
Sisters.” To this group was later added Caro, a kindhearted 
negro girl. 

Assorted Sisters tells a story of a teen-age girl and her prob- 
lems and also the story of a Settlement House with its prob- 
lems of intolerance. 


For Young People 


STARS IN MY CROWN 
A Novel 
By Joe David Brown 


William Morrow Company $2.75 


This is a story of the “old South.” It is filled with the 
pathos and romance of the period following the War Between 
the States. The chief character is a parson who has the kind 
of native wisdom and wit that make people love and quote 
Will Rogers and Emie Pyle. The story is told in the first per- 
son by young John Gray, who is the parson’s orphaned grand- 
child. The author, a young journalist with a notable war rec- 
ord, himself born and reared in Birmingham, Alabama, knows 
the South and many of its characters. He is making a name 
for himself in his work for the Saturday Evening Post and 
Collier’s. This is his first book. 
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A Rodeo Party 


HERE'S SOMETHING DIFFERENT FOR MARCH 
IF YOU SCHEDULE A PARTY IN LENT 


Invitation 


“Be round for the round-up at the 
Rodeo Party.” 
Be on hand in costume gay, 
Come on—Let’s romp and play, 
As an Indian, a Cowgirl or Cowboy. 
We've planned fun you'll all enjoy. 


Write the invitation in a scrawling 
hand on wrapping paper. Announce that 
the guests are to come in costume repre- 
senting Indians, Cowgirls and Cowboys. 


Decorations 


Give your room that out-of-doors at- 
mosphere, if possible. Pine branches and 


_ tents placed in the corners will make the 


appearance realistic. Place an artificial 
fire in front of one or two of the tents. 


_ An Indian fortuneteller may be at home 


in one of the tents. Guests, upon arrival, 


- may visit her. 


Games 
Indian Mud Dance — Form two circles, 


- the boys in the outer and the girls form- 


ing the inner circle. As the music plays 


_, the girls march in one direction and the 


boys in the opposite direction. When 


the leader blows the whistle, each girl 
grabs a boy for a partner and marches 
in the same direction that the boys are 


' going. Extra girls go to the center of 
the circle and wait until the whistle 

blows again. This time the girls again 
reverse their direction and march as at 


first. This procedure continues until the 


- leader feels that the crowd has been 


ANY. 


fairly mixed. The music is continued 


_ throughout. The boys continue march- 
_ ing in one direction all throughout the 


game. 


_ The Round-up —Two leaders are ap- 


pointed. The rest of the group trys to 


keep out of their way. The leaders begin 
by tagging a player, who then joins 
hands with the leader who tagged him. 
The two now try to tag two others. As fast 
as the players are tagged they join hands 
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By Frances Miller Clark 


with the group that tagged them. Only 
end players can tag. Players tagged 


- while the line is broken are free. If a 


line can encircle one or more players 
completely, they are considered tagged. 
The group having the largest number 
wins. Players are exempt from being 
tagged when they are touching one of 
the walls of the room, but may not claim 
this exemption longer than ten seconds 
at a time. 


Apache Race—Divide your whole group 
into two sections. Call one section the 
“Ho Hos” and the other the “He Haws.” 
Have tags made to place on each person 
and remind them they are to keep tagged 
for the rest of the evening. Ten players 
are selected to represent each side. They 
stand in single file. The head player of 
each side is provided with a rope, six 
feet or more in length. At the signal to 
start, the first player of each group must 
jump the rope, passing it over his head 
in doing so. The next player in line 
takes the rope and does the same thing. 
So it goes to the end of the line. The 
end player must then skip the rope to the 
head of the line and start it down again. 
When the head player is again at the 
head of the team the race is complete. 


The first side finishing wins. 


Indians on the War Path—Select four to 
ten players from each side. The teams 
line up in shuttle-relay style with half 
of each team at one end of the room and 
the other half at the opposite end. The 
first player of each team wears an Indian 
headdress made of feathers. At the sig- 
nal to go, this player hops to the oppo- 
site side of the room, where he takes off 
the headgear and hands it to teammate 
number two, who dons the headgear and 
hops across to the next player. So the 
game continues until one group has won. 


Lassoing Contest—Two lassoes are on 
hand. These can be made by tying a 
noose in the end of a long piece of rope. 
The players of each group ar given the 
opportunity to test their skill at lassoing 


the leg of an up-turned chair. For each 
successful effort one point is awarded. 


Bucking Contest—All players form one 
big circle, the sides (Ho Hos and He 
Haws)’ being equally divided. In the 
center of the circle is placed a saddle 
or sofa pillow. At the blow of the 
whistle each side begins pulling, trying 
to make some player on the opposing 
side touch the saddle. To avoid it a 
player may jump. As soon as a player 
touches the saddle he must drop out 
of the circle. At the end of three to five 
minutes of pulling and bucking the team 
with the largest number in the game is 
declared the winner. 


Stagecoach Race — Four girls represent 
each side. Provide a scooter for each 
side. At the signal, the first girl of each 
side boards the scooter and starts off 
toward a given line. She returns, hands 
the scooter to her next teammate, who 
repeats the same performance. The side 
that finishes first is declared the winner. 


Pony Express Race—Select a contestant 
from each side. Place a number of ob- 
stacles in the race course . . . . buckets, 
ropes tied from one side to the other, 
upturned chairs, etc. Let the contestants 
try it first, walking through it with their 
eyes open. Then blindfold them and tell 
them they must make their way to the 
end of the race course. In the meantime 
someone has quietly removed all the ob- 
stacles from the race course. Do not let 
the contestants run, and tell them each 
obstacle they touch will count a point 
against them. 


Suggestions for Added Amusement 
Play “Stage.” This game is found on 
page 582 in The Fun Encyclopedia, by 
E. O. Harbin. 
Have a song period. Songs like “Home 
on the Range,” etc. may be used. 


Refreshments 


Barbecue sandwiches and coffee make 
an appropriate menu for a rodeo party. 


Thirteen: 


Concluding the Story Which Won Second 
Place in Wittenberg's Porch Short Story Contest 


Later that evening Kevin stood in 
front of Trinity Cathedral, where an eve- 
ning service had been held. He noticed 
that the electric lights had been turned 
out and the church lay in a quiet repose 
among the whispering pine trees that 
surrounded it. A flickering candle—an 
object that had become traditional with 
the church—shined through the window 
upon a small sign beside the door; the 
sign read—“Welcome, Stranger!” 

It was a cheery invitation, for it 
seemed as if the church itself were 
speaking, opening its arms, and beckon- 
ing to the passing stranger. Kevin had 
started to turn away but something— 
something magnetic—had drawn him up 
the steps into the church. Inside, he 
found a small altar beautifully arrayed 
with lighted candles. In the center of 
the altar stood a golden cross glistening 
in the ink-like darkness of the room. To 
one side of the altar lay a Bible. 

Hesitantly Kevin stepped toward the 
opened Book. He wanted to find that 
scripture reference that the minister had 
given over the radio earlier in the day, 
for he felt sure it would give him a clue 
to the meaning of the minister’s phrase— 
“the wickless candle.” It had been a 
long time since Kevin had read the 
Bible or even touched one, for that mat- 
ter. After a great deal of difficulty, Kevin 
located the verse from Saint Matthew 
and it said simply—“Ye are the light of 
the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hid.” These words disap- 
pointed Kevin for he had expected to 
find an answer to the vague words 
spoken by the radio-minister; and the 
words, which he found, had little mean- 
ing to him. Kevin became angry and 
remonstrated with himself for his foolish 
actions. “I am not the type of person 
usually taken in by such silly matters,” 
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Kevin reassured himself. “The light,” he 
scoffed, looking toward the Bible again, 
“sure I’m just a big, shiny light throw- 
ing my beams on all the weary world!” 
He accented his statement by throwing 
his arms wildly about. “Yes,” he laughed 
almost hysterically, “maybe I could stand 
in front’—his voice broke as he realized 
what he had said. Kevin could not stand 
in the true sense of the word. Because 
of his twisted spine, he had to lean to 
one side. All of his latent emotions had 
seemed to fester in those few minutes 
and he had given in to all of them. The 
hot tears streamed from his eyes as he 
sobbed bitterly. Then, fifteen minutes 
later it was all over. The festered boil 
of hatred, sorrow, and disappointment 
had _ burst. 

Looking out of my office doorway, I 
had seen Kevin come into the church, 
and I had watched all of his actions. 
Feeling that I should try to comfort him, 
I crossed the room and laid my hand on 
Kevin’s shaking shoulder and in a quiet, 
firm voice said, “It’s all right, my son.” 
When he heard my voice he was startled, 
and looked up through his red, swollen 
eyes. Impulsively he drew me to the 
seat beside him, and, rather embarrassed, 
asked, “Will you do me a favor?” 

“Certainly, my boy,” I promised, 
“what is it?” 

“Would you,” Kevin flashed, “would 
you sing Lead, Kindly Light with me?” 

“Gladly, my son,” I beamed. 

Our two voices—my weak, wavering 
voice and his strong, vibrant voice— 
blended together to echo triumphantly 
from the room into the night. After we 
had sung the songs Kevin knew, we sat 
there and Kevin, who seemed relieved 
of a great burden, told me the story of 
his life. 

On my way to the hospital early the 


By Norma Reiger 


next morning I chanced to see Kevin 


- walking down the street. It gave me a 


warm feeling inside when it appeared 
that Kevin no longer noticed the usual 
aching in his injured back. I later met 
him at the hospital and he told me this 
story. As he walked down the street he 
heard the newsboy’s urgent, morning 
message — “Type O negative blood ur- 
gently needed to save small child from 
death. Anyone having this type blood is 
asked to... ‘ 

“I have type O negative blood—the 
doctors have warned me — perhaps an- 
other donor—,” he reasoned. 

He had been attracted by the picture 
of the small girl on the newspaper, who 
decidedly resembled his kid sister, Eliza- 
beth. Then, after noticing the similarity 
Kevin bought one of the papers and read 
the blaring headlines—“Daughter of local 
mine owner urgently needs type O-blood 
to live.” The column beneath the head- 
lines went on—“small child injured seri- 
ously when she fell into an open shaft 
in mine yesterday while seeking her 
father. Doctor gives her 24 hours to 
live.” Kevin had concluded that it was 
John Stern’s daughter. 

Then, Kevin remembered the time he 
had gone to see John Stern to ask him 
for a job. Stern had merely looked at 
his stooped form and said that a man 
who could not stand straight while talk- 
ing would probably be too lazy to hold 
on to a job. Kevin had started to explain 
that it was because of his twisted spine 
that he stood crooked—but Stern’s voice 
boomed back, “Perhaps if you had been 
in the army they could have taught you 
to stand straight.” With that last sting- 
ing remark Kevin had not bothered to 
tell Stern that it had been in the army 
that his spine had become twisted when 
a mortar shell fragment hit it. Deliber- 
ately Kevin turned on his heel and piti- 
fully stomped through the office door. 
After Kevin remembered this episode he 
exclaimed determinedly, “Ill be da... . 
if I help that lily-livered god of the 
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mine. No, not even for his daughter's 

sake!” 
e es e e ° 

In the hospital the doctor’s hand shook 

_ nervously as he tested the blood of the 

~ last donor. “No,” he sighed after a long 

deliberation, “this will not do.” 

“Type O-blood is very rare,” the doc- 
tor explained to John Stern, “it is doubt- 
ful if one in one thousand persons has it. 
If we send 50 miles to Millband for 
some blood, it could not possibly reach 
here in time. The 24 hours are nearly 
up. The child is too far gone. Only a 
miracle can save her.” 

Grieving deeply, John Stern collapsed 
on a small stool beside the bed. He 
buried his face in his hands like the 
beaten man in Van Gogh’s illustrative 
painting, “On the Threshold of Eternity.” 
All of his wealth and power could not 
save the precious child at his elbow. 
Mrs. Stern asked me if I would offer a 
prayer for her child. I bowed my head 
and began in a pleading voice, “Oh, 
God, have mercy upon this tiny child, 
who yet has her life before her. Grant 
that she may live. If it is thy will, Lord, 
give us, thy humble servants, a sign.” 

The tension in the room rose to a 
high pitch as the seconds flew by. The 
expectant group became spellbound .... 
waiting .... waiting..... Then, God 
gave His answer! Hesitant footsteps 
were heard outside the door. John Stern 
leaped toward the door and grabbed it 
open. He came face to face with Kevin 
Green, the man to whom he refused to 
give a job. Kevin, white and trembling, 
looked past Stern and announced to the 
doctor that he had type O-blood. Swiftly 
the instruments were set up and the 
transfusion was under way. 

The Stern’s were asked to leave the 
room, and this left the doctor, Kevin, 
and I alone. Smiling knowingly, I walked 
toward Kevin who sprawled on the bed 
beside the small child. “She looks just 
like my kid sister did,’ Kevin smiled, 
glancing toward Becky. “Remember the 
picture I showed you last night?” 

“Yes,” I returned, “she looks exactly 
like the picture.” As I watched Kevin 
play with the tousled curls on the little 
girl’s forehead, I recalled what he had 
told me the night before when we had 
the long talk about his life. 

Kevin’s parents, it seemed, died when 
Kevin was only ten years old. He and 
his sister, Elizabeth, who was four years 
old, were sent to live with their mother’s 
sister, Martha. “Momma Martha,” as 
they called her, was good to them, and 
Kevin and Elizabeth lived happily in 
their new home for awhile. One day, 
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however, Elizabeth was taken ill with 
pneumonia, and Aunt Martha would not 
get a doctor—for she said “I do not be- 
lieve in them.” Lacking medical care, 
Elizabeth died. This event embittered 
Kevin against Aunt Martha, and when 
he was but 16 years old, Kevin ran away, 
carrying this deep resentment in his 
heart. In 1989 when he was but 17, 
Kevin joined the army, after testifying 
falsely as to his age. He had been at 
Pearl Harbor when the Japs made their 
sneak attack. Accumulating a brilliant 
war record—plus a plastic leg, and a 
twisted spine—Kevin was released from 
an army hospital in 1946. He came to 
Sternville. 

As I stood there and recalled these 
things, Kevin looked up and said, “Eliza- 
beth’s hair curled up whenever she became 
hot. I remember one day we were play- 
ing and Elizabeth fell into a tub of water 
Aunt Martha had in the back yard. Her 
hair got all wet, and little wet curls hung 
all over her head. I pulled her curls and 
teased her and she began to cry. She 
was beautiful, just as this little child is 
beautiful. In fact, if this little girl didn’t 
look so much like Elizabeth I doubt if 
I would be here. I didn’t plan to come, 
but I kept looking at her picture in the 
paper, and remembering how much she 
looked like Elizabeth.” 

“Tt won't be long,” the doctor broke in. 

“No, it won't be long,” Kevin reiter- 
ated as he gazed fixedly at the red blood 
flowing from his arm through the tube 
to the little girl’s arm. “The red wick 
of life,” he murmured. Then, reflecting 
on what he had said, Kevin expounded, 
“That’s it! Just like the minister on the 
radio said, ‘The fuel is there with the 
wick low.’” Anxiously Kevin had gazed 
at me. “That's right, isn’t it?” he ques- 
tioned urgently. With eyes overflowing 
with tears, I nodded assent. “She is just 
a white piece of tallow,” Kevin gasped 
as his voice rose to a high crescendo, 
“but she will receive the wick—the red 
blood from my body—and she will have 
her wick anew.” With these last words 
Kevin, eyes gleaming and face trium- 


phant, sank back on the pillow. In a few 
minutes the doctor pronounced him 
dead. 

It was minutes before I could speak. 
When I did, I explained to the awed 
doctor that it had been Kevin’s wish to 
die for this child. In our talk together 
Kevin had told me that the doctors told 
him, when he was released from the hos- 
pital, that any loss of blood would be 
fatal to him during the next six months. 
As it was, it had only been two months 
since his release. 

“What was that he was saying about 
a red wick and a white piece of tallow?” 
queried the doctor. 

“That is something rather personal,” 
I reflected, “but I can tell you that the 
preacher of The Sermon on the Mount 
will receive a person today who truly 
exemplifies His words as recorded in 
Matthew 5:14.” 

Mr. and Mrs. John Stern were called 
in later and told the story of what had 
happened. So grateful was John Stern 
that he immediately promised to better 
the town, to build a new hospital, to 
improve conditions at the mine, and last 
of all to erect a fitting monument to 
Kevin Green. 

Yes, that all happened just a week 
ago; and, now, as I sit here gazing out 
of my office window across the way to 
the cemetery, I see a newly-dug grave 
covered with delicate, red roses and at 
the head of it, I see a plain wooden 
marker bearing the name Kevin Green. 
Also, on the marker is the simple inscrip- 
tion, Matthew 5:14. I chose that marker 
and inscription because I, who had come 


. to understand and love Kevin as my own 


son, know he would have wanted it that 
way. Again my words seem to fail me 
and I can think only of the last verse of 
Tennyson’s poem, “Break, Break, Break.” 


And the stately ships go on 

To their home under the hill; 

But O for the touch of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still! 


Break, break, break, 

At the foot of the crags, O Seal 

But the tender grace of a day that is dead 
Will never come back to me, 


ee ee 


WHAT IS AT STAKE? 


It is certainly not a “record” that is at stake in our giving. It is not so much a 
matter of reaching our minimum goal of benevolence. It is not to see if we can 
excel other congregations in giving. What really is at stake is the great cause of 
Jesus Christ, to bring the Gospel of saving grace to every living soul. To carry out 
this God-given program of the Church, the money which comes from loving hearts 


is used. , 
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News 


® MANITOBA 

Trinity Church, Winnipeg, Rev. Karl 
Wulf, pastor, was host to the 18th an- 
nual convention of the Manitoba District 
Luther League. The convention was well 
attended by delegates and visitors from 
all parts of the district. 

The theme for the sessions was “From 
Discipleship to Leadership.” The chief 
speaker was Rev. T. Larsen, of Kenora, 
Ontario, who introduced the theme at the 
Youth Service on the Sunday evening of 
the convention. The convention chaplain 
was Rey. O. Winter, of St. John’s Church, 
Winnipeg. Rev. W. Becker, a former 
Trinity Luther Leaguer now pastor of 
Zion Church, Friedenthal, was the lunch- 
eon speaker. A Leaguer from St. Peter's, 
Winnipeg, presented the convention pa- 
per. All of these speakers re-inforced 
different aspects of the theme. 

President Archie Wagner’s report in- 
dicated the organization of the Synodical 
Luther League of Western Canada which 
absorbed the Manitoba District as for- 
merly constituted. The District rejoices 
that its own president was honored with 
the presidency of the new and larger 
organization. 

The District takes pride in the Lake 
Brereton Lutheran Camp and gave seri- 


Notes 


ous consideration to enlarged support of 
the project. Each local League is to ap- 
point a camp representative in its mem- 
bership to work for larger attendance 
from his group. 

Helpful discussion groups on the work 
of each of the departments—Education, 
Life Service, and Missions—were con- 
ducted by the respective secretaries. 
Elections resulted in the choice of the 
following persons: Annelotte Moertel- 
meyer, president; Walter Schultz, vice- 
president; Noreen Klein, recording secre- 
tary; Ruth Hartig, corresponding secre- 
tary; Arnold Pokrant, treasurer. 

Following the installation of officers, 
Leaguers were taken on an outing.. A 
joint banquet with Luther Leaguers of 
the American Lutheran Church closed 
the convention. 


® CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 

The Executive Committee of the Lu- 
ther League of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod at its winter meeting in Harris- 
burg recently viewed with satisfaction 
some of the achievements of the past 
year, while it made vigorous plans for 
promoting its work during the year 1948. 

The convention will be held at First 
Church, Johnstown, July 14-16, with a 


18th Annual Convention, Manitoba District Luther League, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, Oct. 12, 13, 1947. 


Sixteen 


post convention tour planned for the 
17th. Details for a good convention are 
now in the making. 

Desiring to further the youth program 
of the Church and Synod, it was decided 
to co-operate again with Synod’s Luther 
League Committee in the holding of 
Youth Rallies in the fall of the year. 

A sizeable contribution to Lutheran 
World Action was made by the League 
in 1947. York District alone gave $200; 
the Synodical Convention gave $100 and 
the Committee voted another $100. Mis- 
sionary quota and apportionment to the 
Luther League of America were over- 


paid. 


® CONNECTICUT 

Reports from Frederick M. Gaal, pres- 
ident of the Connecticut State Luther 
League, tell of a highly successful Winter 
Rally, December 7th, and a Presidents’ 
Conference—something entirely new for 
Connecticut—on January 4th. Fred was 
present at the Luther League of Ameri- 
ca’s first Presidents’ Conference at Spring- 
field, Ohio, during Thanksgiving Week, 
so he might have got the idea there. But 
he certainly did not waste any time put- 
ting it to work. 


@ INDIANA y 

The newest thing in the Luther League 
of Indiana is the launching of a State 
Luther League paper which they have 
called, “The Luther League Beacon.” It 
will be published four times a year. 

It might have come as the result of 
the exchange of ideas among presidents 
at Springfield as Clyde Smith of Indiana 
was there, but actually it was planned 
by their executive committee before that 
time—a Workers’ Conference to meet in 
Indianapolis in January. 

A widespread observance of Youth 
Sunday in Indiana was reported with the 
comment that “From Discipleship to 
Leadership” was well presented and well 
received in the State. 

Indiana, too, exceeded its missionary 
quota for 1947, and Paul Wendel, mis- 
sionary secretary, commends his fellow 
Leaguers for their enthusiastic support 
of the project. 

Indiana will celebrate its golden anni- 
versary in 1948 and plans are now in the 
making for a great jubilee convention at 
Lake Wawasee, July 4 and 5. 
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@ NEBRASKA 


The elected officers and one other rep- 
resentative, together with the pastor, 
were invited to attend the Nebraska Syn- 
odical Luther League’s first Workers’ 
Conference at Scribner on Friday, Jan- 
uary 2. 

City Hall was the meeting place for 
the assembly and a well-filled day was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. 
The day’s work consisted mainly in 
studying together the work of the three 
Luther League departments,-with special 
attention being devoted to the work of 
the Intermediate age-group. 

The day’s activities were brought to a 
close with a fellowship banquet in the 
late afternoon. All returned home tired 
but happy in the knowledge that they 
were better able to work together in Lu- 
ther League. 


© OHIO 


More than 440 Luther Leaguers regis- 
tered for the 51st Ohio Luther League 
Convention, October 24-26, at St. Peter’s 
Church, Lancaster, Ohio. Theme for the 
Convention was “One World Through 
One Word.” 

Reverend Royal E. Lesher, ULC Di- 
rector of Evangelism, was the speaker at 
the opening vesper service. He stressed 
the fact that the task of winning young 
people for the Church lay in the hands 
of the youth of the Church. 

An outstanding feature of the program 
was a “Birds-eye View of the Luther 
League” during which the program of 
the Luther League was emphasized. 
Brief talks, made effective by posters, 
souvenirs and displays, were given upon 
such topics as publicity, Book-of-the- 
Month Club, PTL and finances. 

The second key thought of the Con- 
vention—that of Stewardship—was devel- 
oped by Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, at 
the convention banquet following the Lu- 
ther League presentation. He empha- 
sized three ways in which Luther 
Leaguers can serve: By full-time service, 
part-time service, and by giving so that 
others can go as full-time workers. 

A Recognition Service was held, in 
which five Luther Leagues and two Fed- 
erations organized during the year in 
Ohio, twenty-one Luther Leagues merit- 
ing an achievement rating, and the 
Leagues paying dues in full during the 
year .were formally recognized and pre- 
sented with awards. 

The Luther League of America was 
ably represented by Mr. Robert Menges, 
chairman of its important Mission Com- 
mittee. 
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The 5lst Annual Convention of the Luther League of Ohio, St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, Lancaster, Ohio, October 24-26, 1947. 


At the business session, a budget of 
$2,700 for 1948 was adopted. Re-elected 
president was Arthur Bauer, Toledo. 
George Billman, Sharon Center, was 
elected vice-president; Miriam Wolfe, 
Mansfield, secretary; Gloria Crooks, 
Zanesville, treasurer; and Sister Jane 
Wirt, Akron, member-at-large. 

Among the resolutions adopted by the 
group was one calling for an annual 
State-wide Workshop for all Luther 
League leaders. Two resolutions, one 
recommending publication of a “Young 
People’s Topic Quarterly” and the other 
calling for establishment of a standard 
of achievement for local leagues, went 
to the Luther League of America; while 
to the Board of Education, ULCA, went 
a recommendation that a vocational guid- 
ance booklet setting forth full-time serv- 
ice opportunities in the Church be 
prepared and published. 

At the closing Reformation Service on 
Sunday, Rev. Andrew Schilling, pastor 
of the host congregation, addressed the 
Luther Leaguers on the theme “The 
Voice of Faith.” 


SHORT LINES 


St. John’s Phoenixville, Pa., issues 
monthly a Luther League paper called, 
“The Challenger.” Using Christmas ac- 
tivities as a criterion, we would say that 
they are out front among the Leagues of 
the Norristown Conference, Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania. : 


Youth Rallies in the Norristown Con- 


ference were held in two places—at Em- 
manuel, Pottstown, and at Trinity, Quak- 
ertown. A combined attendance of 352 
young people was reported, the largest 
in this season’s series of Rallies. 


The Allentown Conference Youth Ral- 
ly was held on the day after Christmas 
in Bethlehem, “The Christmas City”, 
with St. Peter’s Church, Rev. Corson C. 
Snyder, pastor, as hosts. Besides the Ral- 
ly itself, follow-up events were held on 
the two succeeding days. A banquet and 
party were held on one day and a 
pageant on the other. 


Genessee Valley District of the New 
York State Luther League reports the or- 
ganization of an Inter-League Choir un- 
der the direction of Paul Schaefer. The 
choir made its debut in October at the 
Rochester meeting of the state-wide 
Youth Rallies. The choir also led in the 
district’s pre-Christmas caroling. 


“The Palmetto Leaguer,” monthly 
news sheet of the Luther League of 
South Carolina, tells of plans in the mak- 
ing for an Officers’ Retreat to be held in 
the Spring. Local presidents, district of- 
ficers, and the state executive committee 
will be on the invitation list. 


The Luther Leaguers of St. Timothy 
Church, Conover, N. C., were in the 
canning business again last summer, ac- 
cording to Edmilese. They canned 188 
No. 8 size cans of tomatoes and contrib- 
uted them through Lutheran World Re- 
lief, Inc. for overseas shipment. 


Seventeen 


Hello! If you can find your way through this litter of 
clippings, do come in and sit down! The place is a mess, 
but we are almost finished with our filing—quotations in 
this box; cartoons in that yellow folder; illustrations in the 
portfolio; the residue in File 138 (better known to you, 


perhaps, as the wastebasket!). When order is restored, 
we will enjoy a coke and a chat with you. That’s for sure. 
We have been working at this since early morning, and 
we are a bit weary! 

Do you ever clip things for future reference? Things 
you can use to augment or illustrate topics? Or ideas for 
posters, or some other form of publicityP Of course, we 
have had the scrapbook bug since our high school days 
and it was easy to drift into more profitable collecting here 
in THe Swap Suor. For instance, we read this somewhere 
today—we think it was in Tue Key, official publication of 
the Pennsylvania Federation of Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs: 


“A real person is good for something 
A worth-while person is one who makes his home, 
his club, his community, his church, and his school 
better because of his presence.” 


To that latter list, we could also add “his Luther 
League.” And if we did, would it be true of you? 

After all, The Luther League of America can be no bet- 
ter than its individual leaguers—to re-use an old saw. Is it 
better because you are a member? 

Naturally your local League will be the first to profit— 
or to suffer—by your presence. So it does matter whether 
you are a chronic complainer for whom no material, topic 
or otherwise, is ever satisfactory, or a person who stands 
on his own two feet and thinks up a new kind of meeting 
when the interest is lagging. It matters whether you think 
your own thoughts and speak a few of them when somé 
other leader is trying to stimulate a discussion, or whether 
you are the “lump-on-a-log” type that merely stares 
stupidly at the pattern in the carpet. And it certainly mat- 
ters whether you are interested in many things and are 
full of ideas for converting some of them into projects for 
your local League, or whether you just moan that “the 
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League never does anything”! 

It is not possible for The Luther League of America to 
send to you each week a surprise satchel, done up in cello- 
phane, and demanding nothing of you but the ability to 
cut the ribbon with a pair of scissors. We might add, 
“thank goodness”! After it has furnished you with pamph- 
lets telling you all about Luther League work, sets of 
topics graded to different ages, and a monthly magazine 
full of information and news, its hands are tied. It can 
do no more. The rest is up to you. 

Correction: its feet can still do field work—but without 
the help of your hands not much can be accomplished. 

This conversation is beginning to sound like a soap-box 
oration, but we do get riled-up sometimes by the 
things we hear and read. If your League is in the dol- 
drums, don’t blame it on the weather or on The Luther 
League of America. Ask yourself some questions—for in- 
stance, the ones which follow—suggested by Ruth Greve, 
Prexy of the Luther League of Illinois—and then fix the 
blame. 

Here we gol 

1. The motto of the Luther League is __________.. 

2. The program of the Luther League is promoted 
through the three-fold emphasis of ——_____, ______ 


‘ANG eee cee 
8. The offices of the Luther League of America are 
located at (street) , (city), 


of ee Se eee (state) 
4, The name of the Executive Semeraty, and that of the 
IASSOciate;OeCletaly, 1S nes 
5. Topics for Intermediate Leaguers are published in 


6. Topic material for Senior Leagters is published in a 


quarterly, publication ca Ne ese cece cee eae 
7. Life Service Sunday is observed the first Sunday in 


8. The center of the Dee League emblem shows a 
J ee eee 
9. The 1949 Convention of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica: will be:held in, = 
10. The offerings received on Youth Sunday are called 


Answers in pamphlets, Quartorlics and The Review— 


if you can not fill them in as you read. (Perish the 
thought! ) 
A Post-Script 

Your Education Committee works very hard to give 
you the best possible series of topics for each age-group 
each year. They give serious consideration to all the 
suggestions which come to them from all sources. They 
invite suggestions. In addition to their own work, they 
co-operate with all the other Lutheran bodies in America 
to make the series which we recommend for use with 
Seniors. Your chairman has just returned from Chicago 
where the 1949 series was wrought out. We like them 
and we hope you will, too. 


By the way, Tue Swap Suop will offer something very 
special next month. Be sure to drop around. "Bye now! 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


(Above) Miss Rohlfs, Dr. Chang and one 
of the graduate nurses check on the condi- 
tion of an operative case—a Chinese woman 
from a home in the hills. 


(Right) Building formerly used as_ the 
Tsingtao Hospital. During the Japanese oc- 
cupation the interior was so wrecked that 
it can no longer be used as a hospital, al- 
though it has been repaired and is being 
used temporarily as the Nurses’ Training 
School. 


5 Cheng Yang Road 
Tsingtao, China 
January 3, 1948 
Dear Friends, 
You certainly showered me with Christmas greetings! In 
all I have received over 100 cards and letters. Those 
greetings meant so much to me. Every day there was 
mail. The Sunday before Christmas there were fifteen in 
one delivery! Thank you so much. 


Your cards did a twofold duty this Christmas. Each year 
at Christmas time an old Christmas card is given each 
patient at the Tsingtao Lutheran Hospital. We had no 
old cards, so after I had copied all the names and ad- 
dresses, I cut off that part and your card then made a 
patient happy. 


The holiday season was a very busy one here. I had very 
little time to think of being homesick. Many very nice 
gifts were given to me and a few days before Christmas 
a box came from home—which are hard to get through— 
and made it really seem like Christmas. 


The Christmas services started on Saturday evening when 
the Chinese “Youth For Christ” held its musical. St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church choir sang “Beautiful Savior” 
and I sang two solos. Colored slides were shown on the 
Creation, the Prophets foretelling Christ’s birth, His birth, 
and the Wise Men worshiping the Babe. With each pic- 
ture one of the choirs or a soloist sang a number which 
was fitting to the scene. We practiced in the afternoon 
and at five-thirty people began to come. The church was 
overflowing when the service began at 6:30. Later I 
heard that the balcony began to break! 
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~ Christmas 
At Isingtao 


By lelene Ufkes 


On Sunday afternoon the foreign Sunday School held its 
program at Christ Church, There again I sang two solos. 
It was a beautiful service with candles on many trees in 
the chancel. 


On Tuesday evening the Nightingale Chorus (the nurses) 
gave a program at the hospital. The first part of the pro- 
gram was a play and the last was the Christmas story in 
pantomime. With each scene Miss Sung read the Bible 
story and the chorus sang choral numbers. They did very 
well but we wish more people could have seen and heard 
it. We were so crowded that only fifty people could be 
invited. How we long for the day when we will have 
ample space in a new hospital building! 

Christmas Eve was exciting, busy, and so much fun! At 
3:30 P. M. I went to Christ Church to help in a mixed 
quartet for the German service. I got home at 5:00 
o’clock and had only time to put on my stadium boots 
and dash over to St. Paul’s for the service there. What a 
crowd! The service lasted two hours, but with Miss Helen 
Wang translating for me I really enjoyed it. Any one who 
wished could do something on the program. The cutest 
was when little Di Di and Betty Tsui sang and when the 
latter played the piano. Betty is six and Di Di is four. 
She also played a piano duet with her mother. 

As there was to be a Communion Service at Christ Church 
at 11:00 P. M., we were invited to the Shutters for a de- 
lightful buffet supper. We also had a grab bag. What 
fun! I got a toy drum! 

At 11:00 o’clock all of us went to Christ Church. Again 
the chancel was filled with candle lit Christmas trees. 
The church choir, a Marine choir and the American 


Nineteen 


School Choir furnished the music for a half hour before 
the Communion Service. After the service I rode with 
the Reinbrechts out to the harbor to see the lights on our 
American ships. That was certainly a touch of home. 


Only the Chinese Christians celebrate Christmas. Chinese 
New Year is the chief holiday season here which comes 
the middle of January. 


I finally crawled into bed at 2:15 A. M., only to be 
awakened at 3:30 o’clock by the caroling of the student 
nurses. In the cold, clear air their voices were beautiful. 
They sang the carols we had sung at the program. They 
sang their two and three part songs a capella. That was 
the highest spot of the season for me. Miss Rohlfs and I 
let them sing for a long time then took a box of candy 
down to them as they were about to leave the house. 


That was only the beginning of the carolers—two middle 
schools sang outside the compound gate. Dr. Sell’s Shan- 
tung University English class caroled below my window. 
I had met them at the Sell home one evening. At six 
o’clock the Graduate nurses came. About that time I was 
ready to get a little more sleep. 


With much effort, I managed to get up in time to eat a 
waflle before going to the ten o'clock services at St. Paul's. 
Because schools had not been dismissed, I had no basses 
in the choir. 


Christmas afternoon I spent a couple hours helping to 
wrap gifts for the servicemen at the YMCA. Santa came 
and gave each a gift. Later we served cake and coffee 
to the fellows. 


The Sells had invited Miss Rohlfs and I to have Christ- 
mas dinner with them. We had duck, chicken and all the 
trimmings! What a feast! 


The following evening Miss Rohlfs and I had our Christ- 
mas dinner. You might like to know about our menu. 
There was goose, dressing, potatoes, gravy, candied sweet 
potatoes, cranberry jam, asparagus, beets, fruit salad, and 
ice box fruit cake and coffee. 


It hardly seems possible that 1948 is here already. I pray 
that God will bless each of you as you go about His work 
in His church. During the Epiphany season you will hear 
about the appeal for funds for rebuilding the Tsingtao 
Lutheran Hospital. Miss Rohlfs and the Chinese nurses 
are doing a very good job here, but how much more they 
could do if they had a larger building and more equip- 
ment! Since the Japanese occupation the Nurses Home 
was temporarily converted into a 50-bed hospital which 
has been very inadequate. The hospital building was left 
unfit for hospital use. 
Thank you again for your cards, letters, and gifts. 

League-ally yours, 

Fu Ai Lien 

Ielene Ufkes 
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® OUR COMING INTERMEDIATE RALLIES 

One of the important actions of the recent meeting 
of the Executive Committee of THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA was that “Intermediate Rallies be held through- 
out The United Lutheran Church in America on Sunday, 
April 25, 1948.” We trust that presidents and intermediate 
secretaries in the state and synodical Leagues are now 
in the process of making plans for the holding of such 
rallies at the suggested time. 


ou 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA’S INTERMEDIATE ADYI- 
SORY COMMITTEE is hard at work on the matter, selecting 
a suitable theme and arranging a program which will be 
usuable in all parts of the Church. As soon as this infor- 
mation is available the Headquarters Office will send it 
to the proper officers in the state and synodical Leagues. 


However, it is not necessary for you to wait for this 
information to start the ball rolling in preparing for the 
holding of such a rally in the strategic centers of your 
territory. The choice of the right place in the area for 
the holding of such a rally is a matter of great importance. 
Ample advance publicity is also indispensable. Be sure 
to deal directly with the pastors involved so that they 
may know all there is to know about the arrengements. 
Have some state or synodical Luther League official 
write now to all the pastors in the area and ask them 
to keep open the afternoon (presumably) of Sunday, 
April 25th, for the Rally in their section of the state or 
synod. Tell them that details of the Rally will be given 
them as rapidly as they are worked out. Then don’t 
fail to make good on the promise. 


Oh, yes, don’t fail to state the purposes of these Rallies 
—to call attention to this important part of the Luther 
League program, and to share its benefits with many more 
junior high school boys and girls in our congregations. 
Actual and potential adult leaders for this group, called 
Intermediate Superintendents in Luther League parlance, 
should also be present for the Rally. 


@ ALL-LUTHERAN YOUTH CONFERENCE CALLED OFF 
Meeting in Chicago recently for their annual meeting 
the Lutheran Youth Leaders Council decided to abandon 
plans for the holding of an All-Lutheran Youth Conference 
in 1949. Previously there had been tentative plans for 
the holding of such an assembly in Minneapolis in the 
summer of 1949. However, there will be an All-Lutheran 
Youth Institute, Valparaiso University, Aug. 26-29, 1948, 
which will feature the interchange of youth work ideas. 
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GREAT IS THE COMPANY 
By Violet Wood i 


Friendship Press, cloth $1.25, paper 75c 

The title of this book gives no clue as 
to what the book is about. It is the story 
of the translation of the Bible, the world’s 
most imperishable treasure. The Bible, 
or some part of it, has been translated 
into over 1,070 tongues. This monu- 
mental work brought sickness and pov- 
erty to nearly all of its early translators. 
Success in the missionary cause often 
awaited the translation of the Bible into 
some other tongue. 

In 1807 an inexperienced twenty-five- 
year-old English missionary named Mor- 
rison illegally gained entrance into China, 
. as the Chinese ports were closed at that 
time. He finished the translation of 
“The Acts” in the year 1809, and by 
1814 he published the entire New Testa- 
ment. By the latter part of the year 1819 
Morrison completed the Old Testament, 
of which 10 books were done by his 
colleague Milne. 

Another missionary translator was Wil- 
liam Carey. He was the first British mis- 
sionary to go to India, arriving in 1798. 
By 1799 he had translated nearly all of 
the New Testament into Bengali. Some 
six years after this translation two other 
English missionaries joined him and these 
three men worked together. 

The chapter that I found to be the 
most interesting is entitled, “Language 
without Love.” This chapter relates the 
story of how the American missionary 
Andrew F. Hensey and his colleagues 
had to live with the Bantu people on 
the Congo River in Central Africa in 
order to learn their language so that the 
Bible could be translated into it. The 
Mongo-Knudo language of these Bantu 
tribes was unwritten and difficult to 
speak. First it had to be reduced to 
writing. Hensey found that these natives 
never used the words “love,” “hope,” and 
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“peace.” He had to find a word for 
“love.” After years of this recording, 
Hensey remembered one expression that 
the bantu mothers used when they spoke 
to their smallest children. Asking one of 
these mothers, she explained to Hensey 
that it hurt her to think of the things 
that would befall her child when he be- 
came older. Hensey had finally found the 
word that meant “love.” 

Though there are 1,070 tongues into 
which the Bible has been translated, mis- 
sionaries are still going to school to study 
and train for their work on the transla- 
tion of the Bible for tomorrow. All these 
people who have worked in translating 
the Bible to bring it to the world, have 
done a great work. Great, indeed, is 
their company. 

Lois E. Berg 


PRAYERS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
By Abigail Acker Johnson 


Westminster Press, 1947, 180 pages, $1.50 

This is admittedly a little book for 
those in their teens who often say, “I 
don’t know what to say when I pray.” 
It is not intended as a substitute for any 
of the books of collects and prayers 
which have become classic in the life of 
the Church. It is a stepping stone in 
building Christian life, both in one’s per- 
sonal and group experience. 

The book has two sections, one giving 
prayers for the personal life and the 
other prayers for groups. The larger 
part of the book, however, deal§ with 
the former. They runethe gamut 
of needs from morming and evening 
prayers to “For Someone Else’s Birth- 
day,” “For Someone Else in Trouble,” 
“After an Exciting Experience,” “Before 
a Difficult Experience,” “After a Quar- 
rel,” “After a Mistake,” “For What I 
Want to Be and Do,” and “About the 
Struggle of Trying to Be a Christian.” 

A feature of the book is the selection 


of a passage of scripture to go with each 
prayer. The passage in each case is 
printed out in full on the facing page. 
The book itself is quite thin and light 
in weight. It could easily be slipped into 
the boy’s coat pocket or into the girl’s 
handbag. Time spent with this little 
volume will lead to a stronger prayer 
life for the growing young Christian. 


100 STORIES FOR BOYS 
By Archer Wallace 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1947, 
171 pages, $1.75 

Dr. Wallace, the author of many simi- 
lar books of encouragement to youth, has 
“rung the bell again” in this book. While 
these stories are sure to appeal to boys, 
chiefly because they bring out little- 
known incidents from the lives of men, 
ranging from ancient times and Alex- 
ander the Great to a moder baseball 
hero like Lou Gehrig, they will also be 
read with interest by story-loving girls. 
Not only will they make good reading 
for boys who like to read, but they will 
prove helpful as illustrative material to 
scoutmasters, young leaders, their teach- 
ers and counselors. 

These one hundred stories are filled 
with human-interest, and they are easy 
to read. From the lives of others who 
attained prominence, the able author has 
drawn rich experiences and thoughts 
which will inspire and motivate grow- 
ing boys. This is a book which may be 
given with confidence as to its readability 
and its character influencing quality. 


THE OLD TESTAMENT 
IN CROSS-WORD PUZZLES 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 
w. A. Wilde Co., 1947, $1.00 


Readers of The Luther League Review 
will recognize the name of the author 
of this book of cross-word puzzles. For 
the last year we have been using monthly 
a puzzle by Mrs. Johnson on some Bible 
character. 

Those who find Bible cross-word puz- 
zles both educational and entertaining 
will want to get this book for use at 
home, at Church School or in Luther 
League. The 52 puzzles are confined to 
incidents and personalities of Old Testa- 
ment times, ranging all the way from the 
Garden of Eden to the Shepherd Prophet, 
Amos. 

The shaded squares, instead of fol- 
lowing a symmetrical design, are ar- 
ranged to include a large number of 
words relating to the subject under con- 
sideration. 

W. J. Ducker 
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Aste (ous co Whrd iz ioe/p 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


For the Bible characters in our cross-word puzzle this month we have the mem- 
bers of a family who became very dear to the heart of Jesus. Their home was always 
open to Him. It must have been for Him a welcome refuge from the gathering and 
breaking storm which would have engulfed Him in His Last Days. 

A study of Mary, Martha and Lazarus comes very appropriately at this season of 
the Church Year—Lent—because some of the events in the life of our Lord which 
show His contacts with this beloved family are recorded in the History of the Passion 
of Our Lord According to the Four Evangelists, which is commonly read in our 
churches during this season. All references are to the Gospel According to John. 

To solve this puzzle, proceed in the usual manner, following the word clues as 
given. When you have done your best, check your results with the solution given on 
another page in this issue. 


ACROSS DOWN 
1 “... her therefore that she help me” “God will give .. . thee” 11:22 
Luke 10:40 “he cried with a loud... , Lazarus, 
8 “he entered into a certain. . .” Luke come forth” 11:48 


10:38 
9 “and heard his .. .” Luke 10:39 


A Benjamite I Chron. 7:12 
Low Dutch (abbr.) 


NIDA ob 


10 Doctor of Laws (abbr.) Medicinal herb 
12 East Indies (abbr.) “not unto death, but for the. . . of 
13 “Mary hath chosen that . . . part” God” 11:4 
Luke 10:42 8 Doctor of Education (abbr.) 
14 “They said unto him, Lord, come 9 “Let us also go, that . . . may die 
and...” 11:34 with him” 11:16 
16 “But Martha was ...ed about much jj “Lord, behold, . . . whom thou lov- 
serving” Luke 10:40 est is sick” 11:3 
19 “I... the resurrection, and the life” 
11:25 
20 Nineteenth letter of the alphabet 
21 “And said, Where have... laid him” 
11:34 
23 All right Z 
24 “but I... , that I may awake him” 
11:11 ‘ : ZZ 
27 “Father, I thank thee, that thou hast (al 
heard .. .” 11:41 : 
28 New England State (abbr.) Y |g 
81 Often (poet.) Y)} ‘ 
838 “Martha, as ... as she heard that 14 | 15 Z 
Jesus was coming” 11:20 Me lealae IZ 
85 Fruit drink 79 V7 =f 
87 Troop (abbr.) ba Wy | 
89 “which also . . . at Jesus’ feet” Luke A, = 
10:39 24 | 25 | 
40 Relative (abbr.) 
41 “The Master . . . come, and calleth Y 28 
tant aun 
43 “whatsoever thou wilt ask . . . God” Vy 4 
i Z| 
44 Plateau State (abbr.) Vd 
45 “he had... in the grave four days 38 Y 3? 
already” 11:17 yy, 
47 Same as 12 across 43 GY 4y 
48 “and wiped his . . . with her hair” pues Ga 
11:2 ¥ 7 
50 River in Scotland nA eS 
51 South Atlantic State (abbr.) V/, 
52 Feminine name GY 52 
53 Votre Eminence (abbr.) YA, 
54 Dark (abbr.) 55 ZG 
55 “whosoever liveth and believeth in ead ae VA 
me shall never .. .” 11:26  GEALUNCO - 
56 “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my c 


brother had not. . .” 11:21 
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Sane 
w nN ite 


Great Britain (abbr.) 

“I am glad for your. . 
not there” 11:15 

Printers’ measure 

“Let . . . go into Judaea again” 11:7 

Manuscript (abbr.) 

Dine 

Old Measurement (abbr.) 


. that I was 


“he ... in the spirit, and was 
troubled” 11:33 
“that Mary which anointed the Lord 


With .nerae lace 

“If any man walk in the day, he 
stumbleth . . .” 11:9 

Masculine name 


3% “Yea, Lord: I... that thou art the 


NEENEE 


wW 
ON 


Christ” 11:27 

“saith unto them, Our . . . Lazarus 
sleepeth” 11:11 

Bone 

“Lazarus is...” 11:14 

“Jesus . . . Martha, and her sister, 
and Lazarus” 11:5 

“a certain man was . . 
Lazarus” 11:1 

“But one thing is . . ful” Luke 10:42 

Compensation for services 

Traffic Auditor (abbr.) 


. , named 


LE be 
7a 


EEEESE\CEn 
SEE \Sec\G8E 


NO 49 
“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus” — John 11:5. 
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Our Stewardship for 1947 


Year Ended December 31, 1947 


Current Fund Receipts 


ULCA—on a/c 1946 Bills $ 2750.00, Salaries: Exec. & Assoc. Sec. $ 8721.00 
% « “Youth Sunday 1000.00 Office 2972.86 
3 « “Pension Expense 500.00 Clerical Help 188.00 
“Appropriation 8000.00 Office Expense 8907.14 
Apportionment from Leagues 16364.09 Travel: Secretaries 526.16 
Youth Sunday (Leagues) 4791.38 Exec. Committee 973.33 
- i (Councils) 7832.26 Ways & Means 232.78 
Gifts & Memorials 1463.62 Conv. Representation 1142.19 
Sale of L. L. Literature 885.86 Summer Schools 266.93 
ieee. other = 92.91 Ed. Committee 252.00 
« Anniversary Booklet 143.50 Program Study 96.77 
Intermediate Registration 80 Missionary 73.85 
Summer Schools 100.00 India Secretary 800.00 
Travel Refunds 466.00 Missionary Education Movement 50.00 
Sale of Typewriter 45.00 Youth Sunday Promotion 1402.59 
Miscellaneous 81.69 Conv. Reserve 860.00 
= Pres: expenses 29.87 
\ $ 44466.61 Literature 1316.16 
Summary of Receipts and Disbursements Promotion—Double Apportionment 59.50 
Anniversary Fund tnt oes 
iscellaneous : 
ce January 1, 1947 $14105.38 Pablications 395118 
Interest on Saving Fund Account 55.82 $ 26844.36 
From Leagues 855.89 911.71 1946 Bills 9182.70 
$15017.09 
Disbursements $ 86027.06 
Salary 1443.96 1 te 
Expenses of Campaign 42.75 7. 
Presidents Conference 1791.84 Publications: 
Less: Paid by Synodical L. L. 620.00 1171.84 2658.55 Income 
Review Subscriptions $ 5049.73 
Cash Balance—December $1, 1947 $12358.54 Topics i 2327.02 
SSS == Helps ss 1808.72 
Publications: Review Adv. 1255.18 
Expense ” Chg. to Y. A. 1290.00 
Review $ 9724.67 ——————— 
ee 2796.48 $ 11730.65 
Helps 2460.63 —___——_ 
—__— Net Expense $ $251.13 
$ 14981.78 ——— 
Summary of Receipts and Disbursements—All Funds 
Balances Year Ended Dec. 31, 1947 Balances 
Jan. 1, 1947 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 1947 
Current Fund $ 88.99 $ 44466.61 $ 36027.06 $ 8528.54 
Young Adults j218.57 112.10 1870.09 (539.42) 
Convention Reserve 216.20 860.00 — 576.20 
Anniversary Fund 14105.38 1531.71 3278.55 (1)12358.54 
Subscription Reserve — 4287.07 - 4287.07 
Missionary Funds 
Youth Work in Europe IRATE 575.10 (4)1797.87 = 
China-Skeldon 50.00 10276.53 (3)9093.92 1232.61 
Special 10.00 = 10.00 = 
Lutheran World Action — 209.00 9.00 200.00 
$ 16911.91 $ 61818.12 $ 52086.49 $ 26643.54 
(1) In addition there is deposited $425.00 with Eastern Air Lines (3) To ULCA on account of Youth Worker in China $3500.00 
(2) Saving Fund Balances To ULCA on account of High School in Skeldon 5000.00 
Anniversary Fund $ 11880.84 For expenses 593.92 
Missionary 1200.00 ‘ $9093.92 
Subscription Reserve ___4000.00_ ——————— 
o§ Vi080:84" (4) To ULCA on account of Youth Work in Europe 
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By Howard Turkheimer, Jr. 


Current Fund Disbursements 


WINDS OF DOCTRINE 
By REV. JAMES A. RIKARD 


Salem, Virginia 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
WHY? To make clear to young adults some of the cur- 
rent modes of thought and action; the fallacies which 
directly derive from them, and the baleful influence they 


may have upon our common life. 


HOW? A panel discussion is quite suitable for present- 
ing this kind of topic. Arrange for several persons to 
prepare brief presentations of some of the suggested 
“winds.” Also have a moderator who will introduce the 
speakers and direct questions that may come from the 
audience. 


@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE PAGES 6, 7 
@ WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


How far are common beliefs essential for a man and 
his wife? 

What about the “wind” of racial superiority? Is there 
any real religious, psychological, or biological evidence 
upon which to base such a doctrine? 

How far may a Christian go in obeying the commands 
of any state? 

How can one go about determining whether a particu- 
lar moral principle (or legal statute) is right in the sight 
of God? 

What do you think are the fundamental common beliefs 
that all nations must have if we are to achieve peace and 
goodwill in this world? 


@ THINK SOME MORE 

Smith, Roy L., BeLmrs Arg Creative, 32pp. (An ex- 
cellent pamphlet that may be secured free from Dr. Joseph 
C. Todd, 618 E. Third Street, Bloomington, Indiana) 

Miller, Alexander, THe CurisTIAN SIGNIFICANCE OF 
Kart Marx, Macmillan, New York, 1947. 117 pp. List 
$1.75. (Whether you agree with Miller’s conclusions, this 
is a stimulating book. It gives an excellent summary of 
Marx’s “communism,” and it will make you think more 
about a Christian’s attitude to various political and eco- 
nomic systems. ) 


@ PROGRAM 

Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, God and Lord” (102 PSH) 

Versicles: (Suitable to season of year) 

Psalm 19 (Read responsively) 

Prayers: No. 34 (p. 28 PSH), No. 87 (p. 29 PSH), No. 
41 (p. 29 PSH) 


Twenty-four 


Lesson: Proverbs 3:18-26 

Hymn: “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright” (231 PSH) 

Topic: (See suggestions below) 

Offering 

Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” (232 
PSH) 


@ WINDS OF DOCTRINE 
(Continued from Page 7) 


Some Political or Economic System Is Perfect 

It is a common thing to hear it stated that a Christian 
can not be a socialist, or a communist, or anything else 
than what happens to be the status quo in a particular 
country. Now this is a peculiarly vicious “wind,” one that 
has somehow become at least the semi-official, if not the 
official, position of some Christian churches. This view 
argues that Jesus was a democrat, or a republican, or the 
supporter of some particular economic system. The rather 
tortuous manner by which people seek to find a Scriptural 
basis for such ideas is beyond the comprehension of this 
writer. 

It may be admitted that Jesus taught us to “render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,” but surely no one 
thinks that Jesus meant that Caesar was to be the type 
of ruler for all eternity! Jesus never taught anywhere that 
any particular political or economic order was to be valid 
for all eternity. Who, then, has the right to legislate for 
Jesus concerning Christians about any specific order today? 

So long as a particular state serves as an instrument of 
civic justice, the Christian will give it his loyalty. But if 
he should ever find a better instrument for justice among 
men, he would be false to the God of justice, did he not 
strive to change his state in any way that might make 
it better. : 

Unless men believe that they have discovered all there 
is to be known about politics and economics (What a sci- 
entific attitude that would bel), it is arrogant and imperti- 
nent of them to suggest that they have achieved the 
perfect state, a state that could not possibly be improved 
in any way. Let no one foist such a “wind” upon the 
Christian Church. 

So much for some “winds of doctrine.” There are many 
others. But these may perhaps show us the necessity for 
keeping an alert mind, quickened by God’s Spirit, for any 
other “wind” that may blow to plague mankind. 
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7—What Does It Really Mean? 
Luke 1:77-79 
14—“That I Might Be His—” 


I Corinthians 6:19, 20 
21—Christ-Men and Churchmen 
Acts 2:41-47 


28—The Day of Days. Why? 
Mark 16:1-14 


Herewith is presented the conclusion of the 
Vital Christian Teachings. While they are ap 
are especially suitable in the season when people are being prepared for church 
membership. 


For topics for other groups see the Intermediate Quarterly Helps and the Senior 
Topics Quarterly. 


VITAL CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS: 
(4) WHAT DOES IT REALLY MEAN? 


Luke 1:77-79 
By REY. ROBERT H. MILLER, Tiro, Ohio 


® METHOD 

Since the topic deals with the theme, Vital 
Christian Teachings, it would be well to have 
various books available on the teachings of 
the church. If possible, secure several editions 
of the catechism and compare the statements of 
the same truth of salvation as it is stated in 


. different words. The library of your pastor 


will have books on this subject. 

Do not overlook The Common Service Book 
as a source for help in the discussion of the 
topic-What Does It Really Mean? 


@ PROGRAM 

HYMN: “Faith of Our Fathers” (139 PSH) 

Psalm 19 : 

Scripture: Luke 1:77-79 

Prayer: Almighty, Everlasting God, Whose 
Word is a lamp to our feet and a light on 
our way: Open and enlighten our minds 
that we may understand Thy Word purely, 
clearly and devoutly, and fashion our lives 
according to the same; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (211 
PSH) 

Topic 

Discussion and Questions 

Offering 

Hymn: “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
(228 PSH) 

Lord’s Prayer 


®@ RESOURCE ARTICLE (See pages 4 and 
5) 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

Are there any ways in which we can 
measure the reality of our faith? 

What daily ways and means can we 
use to increase the power of the gospel 
in our lives? 

Discuss the service used in your con- 
gregation. Are there any ways in which 
its use has made salvation more real to 
you? 

What preparation is generally given 
on Saturday evening or Sunday morn- 
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ing for the Service of Worship? Would 
an outline of activities from 6 P.M. 
Saturday until 10 A.M. Sunday bring to 
a focus our need for a change in daily 
living? 

Why is confirmation so often regarded 
as a time to cease reading and studying 
about the teachings of the church? 

Is there any connection between a vital 
faith and the regular use of the means 
of grace—the Word and Sacraments? 

Does our faith have any influence 
upon the way in which we act at home, 
at school, at play? 


® TO READ 

C. S. Lewis, Beyond Personality. 

C. M. Jacobs, What Then Is Christi- 
anity? (See Chapter VIL). 


@ WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 

Mark 2:1-13. The enemies of Jesus would 
not believe that He was able to forgive 
sins. Since forgiveness is something 
which you are not able to see with the 
physical eyes, Jesus permitted them to 
look upon something which they could 
see with their eyes. He had the sick of 
the palsy get upon his feet and carry his 
mat to his home. The reality of forgive- 
ness was a daily fact to this man. For 
each day was a new thrill as he walked 
around his home. 


Acts 8:55-60. The account of the first 
Christian martyr is a story of reality of 
salvation. Men do not willingly die for 
a cause that they do not believe in. Ste- 


series of 8 topics on the general theme, 
propriate for use almost any time, they 


han was not only ready to surrender 
this life but he also gave us a glimpse 
of the spirit in which he laid down his 
life. To the angry mob his calmness and 
peace was a rebuke. He is a shining ex- 
ample of one who has adequate spiritual 
resources. His prayer breathes the spirit 
of the prayer of our Master upon the 
cross. 


Luke 11:28. Here we have a reversal of 
values and Jesus sets the standard. Many 
people had an idea about blessedness and 
this idea found expression on the lips of 
a bystander. But Jesus reversed the 
common idea and put a new value on 
blessedness. It was not to be confined to 
the day or time when Jesus walked on 
earth but it was a possible heritage of all 
those who believed on Him. Those who 
are worshipers on Sunday morning are 
blessed if they keep the Word in their 
lives. Readers of the New Testament 
make salvation come alive as they keep 
the Word of God. 


Hebrews 11:1-40. This chapter of the 
heroes of faith challenges us. If God 
and His promises are real to anyone it 
must have been to those whose names 
are written in this chapter. Under vari- 
ous conditions and circumstances these 
people remained loyal to God. It was 
not the outward conditions but the in- 
ward conviction which counted here. 


John 17:3. The average person thinks of 
eternal life in terms of its duration. It is 
endless. Jesus puts the emphasis on the 
quality. He reminds us here about the 
present tense of eternal life. It is ours 
now, so long as we abide in Him. We 
are able to know God and Jesus through 
the Word of God. In our fellowship and 
communion we abide in Him. 
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Romans 5:1-10. Justification by faith 
and peace with God are linked together 
in Paul’s mind. The whole passage is 
one of Paul’s dramatic appeals. He 
speaks of the hopes and glory of the 
justified believer. He describes the holy 
love of God as he speaks of reconcilia- 


tion of the ungodly, the sinners and the 
enemies of God. 

John 10:10. The gospel according to St. 
John speaks of salvation in terms of life. 
Jesus says “I am come,” which implies 
that God had sent Him. His mission was 
to bring a more abundant life. He would 


have all followers of His to enter into 
the rich heritage of Life. There are few 
verses in scripture which so vividly set 
before us the powers bidding for the loy- 
alty of men. “The thief cometh not but 
for to steal... . I am come that ye might 
have life.” 


"THAT | MIGHT BE HIS" 
| Corinthians 6:19, 20 
By REV. S. W. HAHN, D.D., Concord ,N. C. 


® PROGRAM 


Hymn: ‘My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
(831 CSB; 222 PSH) 

Psalm 27 

Scripture: I Corinthians 6:19, 20 ‘What? 
know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.” 

Prayer: ‘Holy Father, Who didst give Thine 
only-begotten Son to suffer, bleed, and die 
that we might become Thy children forever: 
receive our confession of our utter un- 
worthiness and our many sins. Likewise re- 
ceive our devout thanks for loving us so 
much and doing so much for us. Help us in 
this program to learn more deeply the 
eternal truths revealed by our Lord and 
Savior. Lord, help us to love Thee too much 
to sin willfully against Thee. Help us to 
love Thee so much that we shall consecrate 
ourselves to Thee. All of this we ask in the 
precious Name of Him Who loved us and 
gave Himself for us, even Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hymn: “Thy Life Was Given for Me” (67 
CSB; 68 PSH) 

Second Article of the Creed and Explanation: 
“And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born 
of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead.” 

Explanation: “I believe that Jesus Christ, true 
God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, bom of the Virgin Mary, 
is my Lord; who has redeemed me, a lost 
and condemned creature, secured and deliv- 
ered me from all sins, from death and from 
the power of the devil, not with silver and 
gold, but with His holy and precious blood, 
and with His innocent sufferings and death, 
in order that I might be His, live under 
Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in ever- 
lasting righteousness, innocence, and blessed- 
ness, even as He is risen from the dead, and 
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most 
certainly true.” 


Presentation and Discussion of Topic 

Offering 

Hymn: “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” 
(848 CSB; 275 PSH) 


® SUGGESTIONS TO LEADER 


This program should be conducted in a spirit 
of deepest reverence. The leader can create 
such an atmosphere by being reverent himself, 
To help secure this, let the leader ask for a 
moment of perfect quiet and silent prayer at 
the beginning of the program. 

Let us insist that the first sentences of the 
topic be said in unison by all present, not 
just by the leader. This will serve both to 
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unify the program and get the central truths 
into the minds of those present. 

Let us equally insist that all read in unison 
the second article of the Apostles’ Creed and 
the explanation thereof as printed in the pro- 
gram below. This is very important. 

The close of the program can be made very 
effective if the hymn quoted, “I Am Thine, O 
Lord” (Parish School Hymnal No. 221), be 
sung either as a solo or a quartet. 


@ DAILY BIBLE THOUGHTS 

John 3:14-17 

Isaiah 53:4-10 

I Peter 1:15-20 

I Peter 2:21-25 

I John 2:1-7 

Romans 8:1-5 

Galatians 2:16-21 


® THE TOPIC 

(Leaguers say in unison these first three 
sentences): “I AM BLOOD-BOUGHT! 
I BELONG TO GOD! GOD BELONGS 
TO ME!” 


Every Christian Luther Leaguer has 
the right to use that language. Every 
Christian Luther Leaguer ought to use 
that language. For being a Christian 
means belonging to God. “My” and 
“Mine” are pronouns denoting possession, 
used by both the Christian and God. 
How reverently and with what thankful- 
ness we ought to receive such truth. 


Imagination 

Let us helpfully use or imaginations in 
this program. Suppose that you are stand- 
ing before a life-size mirror. You look 
and see yourself. You look again, and lo, 
Some One is standing by you. That 
Some One is Jesus, the Christ of God, 
the Savior of the world. Suppose that 
He says to you, “I am the Christ Who 
was born on Christmas morning. I am 
the Christ Who lived in Galilee. I am 
the Christ Who kept the whole law of 
God for you. I am the Christ Who died 
on the Cross for your sins. I am the 
Christ Who broke the power of death 
and came forth on Easter morning to 
assure you that you, too, will live again. 
I am the Christ Who rose to heaven to 
sit on the right hand of the Father to 
make intercession for you. I am the 


Christ with Whom you will spend eter- 
nity. You are my child. And I am your 
God.” “MY; MINE.” The same pro- 
nouns used by the Christian and by his 
Christ. 

Purchased 

On a certain street in a certain south- 
ern city stood an old house, uninhabited 
for a long time. There were holes in 
the roof. Bricks were off the chimney. 
Paint had long ago peeled off the wood. 
Doors sagged on their hinges. Holes in 
the windowpanes revealed how accu- 
rately boys can throw stones. Bats and 
wasps found the rooms perfect dwelling 
places for themselves. Who would de- 
sire to own such an apparently worth- 
less building? Evidently the wealthy 
owner of the lumber plant in the city 
did, for he bought the old house. His 
astonished friends asked, “Why?” “Why 
in the world did you buy that dilapi- 
dated old wreck?” And then he aston- 
ished them all the more by answering, 
“To live in. I plan to repair and virtu- 
ally rebuild it.” And they just could not 
take that in, for he had a lovely home in 
another part of the city. But the pur- 
chaser sent in a crew of laborers—car- 
penters, plumbers, painters,—and they all 
went to work. In six months’ time, in- 
stead of an unsightly old house, that 
building was converted into one of the 
most modern and beautiful residences in 
that city. The purchaser later explained 
that he wanted the old house because 
he saw possibilities in it. Therefore he 
obtained a deed to the property. 

And cannot each of us reverently say, 
“God came into possession of me be- 
cause He saw possibilities in me? He 
wanted me for His own; wanted me, that 
He might make me over in the image of 
His blessed Son.” And that is what He 
does do by the power of His Holy Spirit 
for all who surrender to Him. 


God's Dwelling Place 


In some sections of America it is the 
practice for home-owners to print their 
names in large letters over their front 
doors. For instance, people passing by 
and seeing “J. R. Miller” written over 
the door know that a man by that name 
lives there. If only each of us could see 
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these words written over the door of 
our hearts, “God lives here.” And we 
would have the right to put such words 
over our hearts because the Holy Scrip- 
tures clearly teach that our bodies are 
the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 
Yes, God wants to lice in redeemed 
people. Just as the wealthy lumberman 
wanted to live in the house just de- 
scribed. And He does live there, even 
though we cannot understand the mys- 
tery. 
‘Procedure: Purchase 

The usual’ procedure by which one 
comes into possession of an article is for 
one to purchase it. The clothes you are 
wearing were purchased. The watch con- 
cerning which you say, “It is mine,” was 
bought. And so were we. In our holy 
religion, as we confess how we came into 
possession of the Savior of the world, we 
say of Him, “ . Who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned creature, se- 
cured and delivered me from all sins, 
from death and from the power of the 
devil, not with silver and gold, but with 
His holy and precious blood, and with 
His innocent sufferings and death.” Too, 
“redeemed” means “to buy back.” Jesus 
Christ “bought us back” from sin and 


everlasting death. That is why we can 
so joyfully say we are blood-bought. 


The Cost 

We ought to study the price-tag. When 
a merchant displays his merchandise, he 
plainly marks the price upon it. In front 
of a house I saw this sign, “For Satz, 
Price: $20,000.” I looked into a jeweler’s 
display case and saw a diamond ring, 
marked, $975. It was a beautiful ring. 
Do we visualize the price-tag that is 
upon the soul of each one of us? It is 
marked, “DISGRACE; SUFFERING; ANGUISH; 
DEATH.” It indicates what we cost our 
Lord Jesus. It tells the price He paid 
for us. Surely it was a fearfully high 
price to pay for such as we. But surely 
He must have wanted us! He was will- 
ing to pay the enormous price “rHaT I 
MIGHT BE HIS.” 

Someone has truly said, “What every 
Christian needs to be acutely conscious 
of is that he has been died for.” 


Why? 

Do we not reverently and thoughtfully 
ask the question, “Why did our Lord 
pay so much for us? Why did he want 

us,—us who are so sinful and so unwor- 
thy?” The blessed answer is, “In order 


that I might be His, lice under Him in 
His kingdom, and serve Him in everlast- 
ing righteousness, innocence, and blessed- 
ness, even as He is risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity.” 


Possession Calls for Christ-Like Living 

These are things about ourselves too 
high and too holy to be received with 
dull indifference. They are truths to be 
meditated upon with prayer and thanks- 
giving. Yes, they are truths that are 
supreme enough to make every Luther 
Leaguer lift up his heart to God in ear- 
nest supplication that God would enable 
him to live as a God-possessed child 
ought to live. If Christ loved us enough 
to pay such a fearful price for us, surely 
the least we can do is to give ourselves 
back im consecrated service to Him. 
Fanny Crosby’s much-loved hymn will 
become a sort of motto for our lives: 


I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, 
And it told Thy love to me; 

But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 
And be closer drawn to Thee. 


Refrain 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord, 
To the Cross where Thou hast died; 
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 
To Thy precious bleeding side. 


Neen eee eee ———————— ees 


CHRIST-MEN AND CHURCHMEN 
Acis 2:4147 
By REV. PAUL E. MONROE, JR. Newberry, S. C. 


@ PREPARATION, (Method) 

Before presenting the topic distribute Com- 
mon Service Books to the Leaguers and have 
them find the Order for Confirmation on pp. 
236-238 and the Order for the Baptism of 
Infants on pp. 229-232. Also it would be well 
to look at the Order for the Baptism of Adults 
on pp. 233-235 and compare the things said 
by the mimister and the vows and statements 
made by the aspirants to church membership. 

With these services as background material 
there should be an inducement to questions 
about these services, suggestions for improving 
them, suggestions as to what they mean. The 
major discussion would probably center more 
about their real meaning. 

The leader might designate three persons to 
present commentaries upon the three services, 
five minutes each, with stress upon what effect 
each service will have, or should have, upon 
the ones participating. It should be poimted 
out, too, by the leader, that im a real sense the 
congregation participates in each service, espe- 
cially in the rites of Adult Baptism and Con- 
firmation. Discussion might then follow. 


@ PROGRAM 


Hymm: “My Church, My Church, My Dear Old 
Church” (138 PSH) 


Thy Spirit to impress us with our responsi- 
bilities as Christians, to make us as prac- 
tical and realistic about our kingdom mem- 


bership as Christ intended and as He was. 
Having been received imto the Christian 
Church im years past, now we seek to under- 
us for Thy mercy’s sake. We offer this prayer 
in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Leeder: Reception into the church means the 
beginning of the most active relationship 
with our Lord and our fellow believers. Just 
as commencement im high school or college 
signifies not the end of education but the 
beginning of a fuller, more useful life, so 
confirmation rites in the church indicate the 
start of a richer life. It is our purpose bet- 
ter to understand what happens, or what 
should happen, im confirmation and after 
confirmation. 

Scripture: Acts 2:41-47 

Hymn: “I Am Thime, O Lord” (221 PSH) 
Presentation and Discussion of the Topic 


Hymn: “Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing” 
(57 PSH) 
Offering: Immediately before the offering 


the Leader might say something like this, 
» “We make our offerings to God as expres- 
sions of our belief in Christ and nm His Work 
through the Church.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benedicti 


@ THE TOPIC 

The rite by which a person enters into 
an active association with his Lord and 
his church is accurately named. When a 
child is baptized, his parents confirm 


their belief in the Christian faith. They 
say “yes” to the essential doctrines and 
practices of Christianity and give af- 
firmative response to certain questions 
and admonitions spoken by the pastor. 
The responsibility for the Christian life 
of the child is almost entirely borne by 
the parents at this stage. 

But there comes a day when, after 
having completed the catechetical re- 
quirements of his church, the young per- 
son stands up with his fellows and says 
“yes” to the Christian way for himself. 
There is a noticeable shift of responsibil- 
ity from parent to youth. The confir- 
mand is now on his way from childhood 
to maturity, and the rite of confirmation 
is the church’s way of saying to him, 
“You have reached the point where 
mentally and spiritually you are able to 
follow Christ and belong to the church 
in your own right.” It is only, logical that 
the service for receiving a young person 
into full-fledged membership should call 
for the same general promises, vows, 
and statements from the youth as the 
service of infant baptism called forth 
from his or her parents. Confirmation 
simply means that the candidate confirms, 
or says “yes” to, the Christian beliefs and: 
promises made by his parents at the time 


Twenty-seven 


of his baptism. In effect, he says that 
what his parents believe is true and that 
he also believes the same. As testimony 
to God and men of this agreement he is 
willing to commit his life to Christ and 
the church, This is the literal meaning 
of the rite of confirmation. The candi- 
date says “yes” to what his parents said 
at his baptism. He expresses his accept- 
ance of the “Faith of Our Fathers.” 


To Be Confirmed 

We are accustomed to saying that 
so-and-so is to be confirmed. That way 
of speaking doesn’t obscure the fact that 
confirmation entails commitment on the 
part of the candidate. We understand 
that confirmation would mean little un- 
less the confirmand made certain vows 
and promises and affirmations. But “to 
be confirmed” is a necessary and for- 
tunate way of speaking because it im- 
presses us with the knowledge that God 
is the Great Confirmer. He is the prin- 
ciple Actor; the confirmand is basically 
a receiver. 

Baptism is important because of what 
God does through the water. His Holy 
Spirit, acting through the water, initiates 
the person into membership in the king- 
dom family and guarantees God’s for- 
giveness and continual good will. While 
confirmation is not sacramental like Holy 
Baptism, its importance is that through 
the rite, God is doing something. He is 
reaffirming or confirming what He did 
in Holy Baptism. The truth of this is 
illustrated in the minister’s prayers dur- 
ing the ceremony which we believe God 
will answer. The first prayer in the serv- 
ice follows the candidate’s renunciation 
of the personification, the works, and the 
ways of evil and his confession of the 
Apostles’ Creed. “Almighty and Ever- 
lasting God, who hast vouchsafed to re- 
generate these Thy servants by water and 
the Spirit, and hast forgiven them all 
their sins: Strengthen them, we beseech 
Thee, with the Holy Ghost, the Com- 
forter; and daily increase in them Thy 
manifold gifts of grace,” etc. 

The second prayer follows the Prayer 
of Blessing, the declaration of member- 
ship and the admonition to the congre- 
gation. It actually asks God to do the 
confirming. “Almighty and Merciful God, 
Heavenly Father, Who only workest in 
us to will and to do the things that please 
Thee: Confirm, we beseech Thee, the 
work which Thou hast begun in these 
Thy servants,” etc. 

Thus it is apparent that the significant 
act of confirming is performed by God, 
although the candidate for confirmation 
says “yes” to the baptismal vows of his 


Twenty-eight 


parents and thereby commits himself to 
Christ and the Church. We say that man 
may dedicate his life to the kingdom, but 
only God can consecrate his life. Con- 
firmation incorporates both these ideas. 
In it, each one confirming his belief in 
the Christian way dedicates himself to 
Christianity. In it by confirming His 
baptismal promises God consecrates man 
to His service. 


Saying Yes to the Fellowship 

In the Confirmation ceremony there is 
a two-way commendation. The con- 
firmands, as new members of the Chris- 
tian fellowship, are commended to the 
congregation for recognition and accept- 
ance. The congregation is commended 
to the confirmands by implication if not 
by word in the service. The service of 
confirmation is always a public congrega- 
tional affair for the reason of this two- 
way commendation. 

The literal meaning of confirmation is 
discovered in this relationship, too. The 
confirmand in being received into mem- 
bership affirms the beliefs of the mem- 
bers. He indicates that he believes as 
they do. They know, and he knows, that 
they become members of the fellowship 
by going through the same procedure. 
There is unity in that. The Lord of the 
congregation is embraced as the Lord of 
the confirmand. When the confirmand 
says, “Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ as 
my Lord and Redeemer,” he confirms, 
he says “yes” to the fellowship. And, 
conversely, when the minister admon- 
ishes the congregation to “acknowledge 
and receive these your -fellow-members 
as your brethren and heirs with you in 
Christ Jesus,” he has every reason to ex- 
pect that he will be heeded. The con- 
gregation, by allowing the confirmand to 
“receive the Lord’s Supper and to par- 
ticipate in all the spiritual privileges of 
the Church,” lets him know that they 
accept him and confirm his belief with 
their belief. 

The youth when confirmed says “yes” 
in another sense to the Christian fellow- 
ship. He witnesses his belief in, and 
support of, organized Christianity. He 
says, “Yes, I believe in the organized, 
working, physical Church and enlist here 
and now in its ranks. I will participate 
in its program because I think that the 
church, with all its faults, is still God’s 
special agency and instrument for world 
redemption. 

This is, of course, the practical mean- 
ing of confirmation. Privileges are de- 
sired, it’s true, but so are responsibilities. 
Work, orders for marching, and goals to 
be accomplished are requested by the one 


presenting himself for reception into the 
church by confirmation. Thus a person 
sets himself for total allegiance with his 
Lord Christ and His kingdom. He has 
learned the theories of Christianity; now 
he regards himself ready for practical, 
realistic Christianity. He joins his fellow 
Christians, shoulder to shoulder, for the 
struggle against evil and for the cham- 
pioning of the good. His decision is open 
and all are invited to note the stand that 
has been taken. 

Dr. Willard Allbeck illustrates the kind 
of faith or belief that counts in this fash- 
ion. One may say that he believes in 
airplanes and that he trusts them, but 
until he gets in one and goes aloft, his 
belief is empty and unproved. Going up 
in an airplane indicates belief that is a 
life-risk, and that kind of belief amounts 
to something. If a person says he be- 
lieves in Christ and the.church but re- 
mains outside the Christian family, his 
belief is insignificant. On the other hand, 
if he commits his life to Christ and gets 
into the swim of Christian experience, as 
a confirmand does, then his faith is not 
simply of word but of action, a matter 
of life-risk. 

The effect of confirmation upon new 
Christ-men and Christ-women and upon 
new Church-men and Church-women will 
be observable. The view upon life from 
the inside of the church looking out, in- 
stead of from the outside looking in, is 
profoundly different. All you have to do 
to understand this is to walk around a 
church on the outside and look at the 
stained-glass windows. From the outside 
the windows look drab and dull and the 
pictures on them are seen only in out- 
line. However, just go inside and look 
out through the windows. What a 
change! The windows against the back- 
ground of life take on beauty and no- 
bility and life. Their pictures become 
warm and colorful, all because you are 
now on the inside looking out. 

When one becomes a Christ-person 
and a Church-person through confirm- 
ing or saying “yes” to the beliefs of his 
parents, of his congregation, and of his- 
torical Christianity, he places himself on 
the inside of things. Life there with his 
Lord and his fellows-of-the-faith makes 
increasing sense and yields increasing 
satisfactions, 


® LIGHT FROM THE WORD : 
2 Chronicles 20:17-22. Those who place — 
themselves in the Lord’s hands and in the 
midst of the congregation of His people are 
setting themselves up for the type of life that 
not only confirms the sense of faith in God but 
which yields satisfactions only God can give. 


Mark 9:23, 24. Two primary needs have we: 
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to have more faith in belief and to pray for 
. strengthened faith. 


2 Corinthians 13:1-10. Center thought espe- 
cially about the fifth verse. God surely expects 
us to take a searching look at the condition 
of our faith; especially does he expect it of 
the confirmand. 


Matthew 8:5-10. In approaching God surely 
here is the confirmand’s criterion of faith’s con- 
dition. If our faith is not in such a measure 
to call forth a praising comment from Jesus, 
then we have a target for which to aim. 


Ephesians 6:14-20. This is an excellent mem- 
ory passage for confirmands and post-confir- 
mands. What should a Christian be, how 
should he think, what should he do? This 
passage provides the answers. 

i 


Galatians 6:6-10. We are given ethical impli- 
cations of kingdom discipleship with special 
emphasis upon our fellow Christians as recipi- 
ents of our good will and charity. 


Romans 15:13. This would be an ideal word 
for a congregation to use to wish a confir- 
mand well. 


© QUOTABLE QUOTES 


“Tf one would know the business world, he 
must be an active business man... . If there- 
fore God is earnest Purpose, with aims in which 
He calls us to share, no one can thoroughly 
know Him merely by thinking; he must know 
Him by acting.” Fosdick, Harry Emerson; The 
Meaning of Faith. 

“First, I believe this (abundant) life mani- 
fests itself by uniting us with Jesus. . . + 


Through the newness of life created of God 
in us, there is developed a definite and distinct 
union of Christ and ourselves.” Victor R. Pear- 
son. 


O Lorp, Tuy BENEDICTION GIVE 

“Q Lord, thy benediction give, On all who 
teach, on all who learn, 

That so Thy Church may holier live, And evry 
lamp more brightly burn, 

Give those that teach pure hearts and wise, 
Faith, hope and love, all warmed by prayer: 

Themselves first training for the skies, They best 
will raise their people there. 

O bless the shepherd, bless the sheep, That 
guide and guided both be one, 

One in the faithful watch they keep, One in 
the joy of work well done.” 

John Armstrong 


Se ee a 5 EEE EES 


THE DAY OF DAYS! WHY? 
Mark 16:1-14 
By REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER, Philadelphia, Pa. 


@ SUGGESTIONS TO THE LEADER 


Easter dawn services have become very 
popular. Perhaps it would be well for you to 
consider doing something a bit different this 
year and arrange such a service. 

Pageantry with such a service in the out- 
of-doors is very effective. Suggestions are of- 
fered herewith. 

The material given herewith may be used 
for presenting a talk at such a service, or it 
may be used at the more conventional type of 
Luther League meeting. 


@ PROGRAM 


Prelude 

Hymn: “Come, Ye Faithful” (89 PSH) 

Psalm 111 (read responsively ) 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Father, for Thy 
many gifts to us; for our homes, parents, 
friends; for Thy Church, and especially for 
Him Who is the Head of the Church. We 
thank Thee also for the rich promises and 
the great hopes that are given with this day 
of victory. Help us ever to rejoice in the 
knowledge that, however difficult and weari- 
some our road, Christ will give to His own 
the strength that will enable them to attain 
unto the day of final victory. Lead us by 
Thy Spirit and direct all our thoughts. We 
pray in Christ’s dear Name. Amen, 

Scripture: Mark 16:1-14 . 

Presentation and Discussion of Topic 

Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” (81 PSH) 

Offering: 

Hymn: “Abide With Us, Our Saviour” (318 
PSH) 


@ THOUGHT STARTERS 


1. How different would our world be if 
there had been no Easter? 

2. What should the promise of Easter mean 
to us as we return to our daily tasks? 

8. Does God’s way of triumph have special 
meaning for our world today? 

4, What have we done to share the real joy 
of Easter? A 

5 How can the Christian Church be ac- 
counted for, except by the message of Easter? 


@ THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


I Thessalonians 4:13-18. Whether we are 
young or old, we must be sure in our own 
minds that we do not fear death, It is Christ 
Who is the Eternal Hope both for those who 
have lived their days on this earth, and for us 
who are still in the flesh. 


Philippians 2:1-16. Here, on the basis of 
Christ’s unique example, the appeal is made to 
us to live in such a way that we shall be can- 
dles of light in this world of darkness. 
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John 18:33-40. Jesus knew why He was on 
this earth. Undoubtedly His joy came from 
holding to the high purpose which was His 
destiny. Our lives would be far richer if we 
pursued the goal which God has set before us, 
and if we were diligent in holding faithfully 
to our course. 


Matthew 8:14-22. The greatness and the love 
of Christ always make a strong appeal to us 
when we are at our best. But Christ never 
allowed disciples to gather around Him on the 
basis of a misunderstanding. He told them 
plainly of the difficulties of His Way. To be 
a sincere Christian is to know the cost and 
still be loyal. 

I Corinthians 15:12-26. Christianity had its be- 
ginning when men knew that Christ had 
courageously faced and victoriously conquered 
the great enemies which are always sapping the 
strength of our lives. Christ was victorious— 
even over death! He has no rival. He is our 
Lord and Saviour. 


Mark 10:13-16, Christ’s greatness is revealed 
by many things, but by none is it more clearly 
set forth than by this incident. His keen eyes 
could see the truth where men see nothing but 
the false images of their imaginations. God’s 
man is always a child at heart in his devotion 
to Christ. 


Hebrews 12:4-16. When we speak of the love 
of God we speak of a God Who cares, That 
does not mean that He will do everything we 
ask or desire, but it does mean that everything 
He does with us and for us has a purpose. Our 
job is to note the evidences of the love of God 
in the experiences of our every day life. 


@ DRAMA AND PAGEANTRY 


Consult the most recent U.L.P.H. General 
Catalog, or order any of the following from 
the publishers, Walter H. Baker Co., Boston, 
Mass. 

“The Living Lord,’ by Mrs. Stanley R. Fisher. 
Reader and large cast. 20 minutes. 50c. 
“The Resurrection,” by Rosamond Kimball. 4 

scenes, 12m, 3w, the voice of Jesus. Tab- 

leaux and reader. 35c. 

“The Children’s Vision,’ by Esther W. Bates. 
12w. 35c. 

“Christ Is Risen,” by N. B. Dexter. 3 m, 2w, 
and mob scene. 35c. 

“The Dawning,’ by L. R. Bayard. Pageant. 
50c. 

“The Tidings,” by L. R. Bayard. Tells effect of 

Jesus’ resurrection on three whom He had 

raised from the dead. Large cast. 50c. 


@ TO READ : 

“And the Life Everlasting,” by John Baillie. 

“Can We Still Believe in Immortality?” by 
Frederick C. Grant. 


® THE TOPIC 

This is Easter Day. Christians call it 
“The Day of Days.” They accord it 
an honor and a priority above all other 
days. That may easily be observed, even 
by those who do not so regard the day. 
It is natural for us to ask, “Why?” 

There are other days which Christians 
give honor to, but not one of them can 
equal Easter Day. What are some of 
these other days which they regard 
highly? The most popular ones are: 
Christmas; Epiphany; Transfiguration; 
Good Friday; Ascension; and Pentecost. 
At Christmas we celebrate the birth of 
the Christ-Child at Bethlehem; at Epiph- 
any, his showing forth to the Gentiles, as 
figured forth in the coming of the wise 
men from the East; Transfiguration marks 
a unique showing forth of His glory to 
His disciples before the beginning of the 
days of His agony; Good Friday climaxes 
His suffering and ends it with death. 
Had there been no Easter Day with its 
glorious resurrection, all of these things 
would have been proven but the reports 
of fanciful minds, bent on legend mak- 
ing. Jesus Himself would have been 
proven a mere man. But the almost in- 
credible and the truly indisputable evi- 
dence of Easter Day validates the record 
of the things which went before, and 
proves Christ indeed our Lord and Sa- 
viour, the Victor over sin and death. 
Without Easter Day there could have 
been no Ascension and no Pentecost. 
Had Jesus died and remained dead, the 
story of the Christ-Child would have 
been a once-told tale now long since for- 
gotten. No New Testament could have 
been written and no Christian Church 
would have emerged in what we now 
know as the First Century A.D. Time it- 
self would have been reckoned as of 
yore—B.C. 

This is the “day of days” because of 
what the First Easter meant to the first 
disciples, and because of what it means 
to His Twentieth Century disciples. He 
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Who was once dead now lives. We ac- 
knowledge Christ as the Lord of our 
lives and now and always adore Him. 
Every Lord’s Day is a reminder of the 
Festival of the Resurrection. Though 
that theme is not preached about every 
Sunday, nevertheless, it is because of the 
Resurrection Fact that Christian work, 
worship and preaching are possible. 


The Observance of Easter 

The pre-eminence of Easter as a Chris- 
tian festival is universally conceded, yet 
there are many people who seem to be 
more interested in celebrating Easter as 
a holiday than as a holy day. A great 
deal of publicity is given annually to the 
doings of those who minimize or ignore 
the religious significance of the day. For 
many Easter is just a “big weekend.” 
They leave home and go to some vaca- 
tion spot for “a change of scenery,” to 
escape for a time the dull, drab routine 
of ordinary days and enjoy the benefits 
of a “much-needed rest.” (Stylish Phila- 
delphians go to some boardwalk hotel in 
Atlantic City to enjoy the gaiety of that 
place and to witness the Easter parade 
on the boardwalk.) Others make Easter 
the occasion for donning new and color- 
ful clothes and strutting like proud pea- 
cocks along the streets of their home 
towns or cities. (The Easter Parade on 
Fifth Avenue, New York, has become 
famous as a fashion designer's paradise. ) 

And still others do what is contrary to 
custom for them—they go to church on 
Easter. They are once-a-year folk, so far 
as church is concerned. Perhaps church 
leaders should be grateful that there is a 
stirring within them at least that often. 
Some of these folk also come at Christ- 
mas. But even twice a year for church- 
going reveals a woeful lack of a virile 
Christianity in the lives of many. 

But no one can come to Easter with- 
out being impressed with the fact that 
it is essentially a day of religious signifi- 
cance. For all the variations in method 
and motive of observance of the day, 
men have never completely succeeded in 
forgetting Christ or in robbing the fes- 
tival of its obvious religious meanings. 

A Lutheran pastor was conversing with 
a New York Jewish citizen one day when 
the latter remarked that he had attended 
an Easter morning service in the great 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine. “And 
why did you do that?” the pastor asked. 
“Well,” he answered, “I am not sure I 
can give an explanation that makes sense. 
I am not what you would call a good 
Jew, but if I were to affiliate myself ac- 
tively with any religious group, I would 
continue in the tradition of my ances- 
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tors.” “However,” he continued, “on 
Easter I somehow feel that I must go to 
a Christian Church. The truth of Jesus’ 
resurrection does not register with me as 
a personal conviction, but yet I believe 
in it ‘distantly.’ I believe in it this way 
because of what it has meant to others, 
has meant to the world, and what it may 
some day mean to me.” 


Day of Victory 

To those who witnessed it, the day we 
now call “Good Friday” must have 
seemed like a day of hopeless defeat and 
incalculable loss. The disciples, disap- 
pointed and disillusioned, forsook their 
trusted Friend and fled when it was clear 
that He faced an ignominious death on 
the cross. How unlike the fulfillment of 
their dream was this ending. They had 
hoped that He was the One Who should 
restore the kingdom to Israel. Though 
Jesus had repeatedly told them of His 
approaching death, they could not 
fathom the truth of His statement. Not 
all the members of the inner circle— 
Peter, James and John—understood. It 
was John alone, the youngest of the 
group, who had the courage to stick with 
Christ until the bitter end. It was to 
John making his sad vigil at the cross 
that Jesus said, “Behold thy mother.” 
The care of His own mother He intrusted 
to “the disciple whom He loved.” 

But no one dared to think that on “the 
third day after” He would come back 
from death and prove Himself the Victor 
over sin, Satan and death. His words 
seemed to impress His enemies more 
than his friends. Cynically, remembering 
His words, they sought to prevent any 
suggestion of their fulfillment. They said, 
“We shall make the tomb sure, so that 
this deceiver’s disciples may not come 
and take His body away and say falsely 
that He is risen.” The fact that His ene- 
mies did this makes it possible for us to 
be the surer that His resurrection is a 
fact, not a fancy; that Easter Day is a 
Day of victory. Easter morn found the 
seal broken, the watch gone, and the 
tomb empty with an angelic messenger 
to explain to some the facts in the case. 
To Mary did He first appear in person, 
but in the early dawn she mistook Him 
for the gardener until she heard His 
blessed voice. Later on in the day He 
appeared to two disciples on their way 
to Emmaus, and in the evening to ten 
members of the disciple band who were 
gathered in “the upper room” in Jeru- 
salem. Easter Day vindicated all of 
Jesus’ claims. 

He had said that “on the third day” 
He would rise again. He had said, “No 


man taketh my life from me, I have 
power to lay it down and I have power 
to take it up again.” But it took the well- 
authenticated facts of the first Easter to 
convince a doubting world and a dull 
discipleship of the truth of His words. 


Interpreting the Victory 

Christians glory in the victory which 
Jesus won over death and the grave. 
Why? The answer is simple: Because 
He said, “Because I live ye too shall 
live.” Life is precious and yet death is 
universal. The Bible tells us that “death 
came by one man”; that “as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
Death continues, but Christ has taken 
“the sting of death away” because He 
Himself has passed through the experi- 
ence and come forth victorious over it. 
Death is the last enemy of man that shall 
be destroyed, but it shall be. This is 
our hope in Christ. He, indeed, has 
“brought life and immortality to light.” 

The Christian has his struggle with 
the forces of evil that exist in the world. 
He has his temptations and trials. The 
Christian life is not one of ease and end- 
less bliss. There is conflict for him, but 
in Christ there is conquest for him. 
Christ assures the victory. Easter is the 
proof of Christ’s successful conquest of 
the forces of evil. In Him we “are more 
than conquerors.” With Him we are 
assured of the ultimate victory. 

Easter marks the victorious completion 
of His redemptive work. Before He was 
born the angelic messenger said of Him, 
“His Name shall be called Jesus for He 
shall save His people from their sins.” 
Indeed, “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.” Christians 
have always seen in Christ’s life and 
death that by which their redemption has 
been accomplished. Scholars have dif- 
fered in their explanation of the “how” 
of it in the past and the present. But 
all agree that Christ is Saviour and Re- 
deemer of sinful humanity; that the 
blessed benefits of His holy living and 
dying are individually applicable to men 
when each comes to faith in Christ. His 
resurrection from the dead is God’s full 
and final testimony to Christ as the 
world’s one and only Redeemer. 

Easter, too, is the reminder of the 
new life we live in Christ—not only in 
the future when we shall be with Him 
forever, but also in the world of our own 
day. It is only a resurrection faith that 
can enable us to say with Paul, “I can 
do all things through Christ Who 
strengtheneth me.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


LL 


SPECIAL GIFTS 


November and December 1947 


LOYALTY GIFTS 
Henry Beisler, LL.D., Belleville, Nw J. 
Nels Jensen, San Finciscd: Calif. 
CANADA 
Humberston Luther League, Ontario 
Luther League of Canada Synod 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA 


Ascension Int. & Sr. Luther League, Savan- 


nah, Ga. 


Ascension Y. P’s. Luther League, Savannah, 


F/O JAMES BLEICH 
Kitchener, Ontario 

SGT. PILOT HUGO DOTZENROTH 
Waterloo, Ontario 

FLIGHT SERGEANT FLOYD DUENCH 
Kitchener, Ontario 

PILOT OFFICER JACK D. ERNST 
Waterloo, Ontario - 

F/O ROY D. F ORD 
Stratford, Ontario 


FLIGHT LT. WM. J. WEICKER, D.F.C. & Bar 
Kitchener, Ontario 
LANCE CPL. R. WOINOSKI 
Kitchener, Ontario 
ABLE SEAMAN JOHN YADE 
Arnprior, Ontario 
MRS. BESSIE BITTICKER 
Beach City, Ohio 
Memorialized by 
Ruth and Joseph W. Frease 
MISS EVA PEELER 
Memorialized by 
St. John’s Luther League 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Solution To 


Ga. HAROLD HALLER 
INDIANA Kitchener, Ontario Bibl G -W d 
St. Paul’s, Vincennes FLIGHT SGT. WM. KAUFMAN iple Uross-VvVOr 
NEW YORK Kitchener, Ontario 


Leanora Scheu, Buffalo 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Grace Luther League, Newton 
OHIO 

Esther L. Emerick, Toledo 
PENNSYLVANIA MINISTERIUM 

Trinity Luther League, West Hazleton 
PITTSBURGH 

Charles W. Fuhr, Pittsburgh 
TEXAS 

Texas State Luther League 


MEMORIALS 


NORMAN AMSTEIN 
Kitchener, Ontario 


F. O. T. KEITH MONTGOMERY 
St. Jacob’s, Ontario 

FLIGHT SGT. BRUCE NICHEL 
Stratford, Ontario 

SGT. ELMER NUEMAN 
Arnprior, Ontario 

SGT. E. C. O’KRAFKA 
Elmira, Ontario 

SGT. ROBERT RAHN 
Bridgeport, Ontario 

FLIGHT SERGEANT AIR GUNNER 

KENNETH E. SCHLEGEL, R.C.A.F. 
Bamberg, Ontario 

CORPORAL J. D. SIBBETT 
Welland, Ontario 

PTE. ROBERT E. STAHLE 
Waterloo, Ontario 
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L.A.C. E. G. WAGNER, R.C.A.F. 
New Hamburg, Ontario 

FLIGHT SERGEANT CARL WEICKER 
Niagara Falls, Ontario 


PILOT OFFICER HAROLD JOHN APPEL 
Milverton, Ontario 

EARL BACH 
Kitchener, Ontario 
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Apportionment Special Gifts Missionary Youth Sunday 
Quota Paid Fund Quota Paid Congregation Luther League 

Northern California Aad 00 (15) $201.00 $ 25.00 $ 45.00 (13) $105.00 $ 105.00 $ 12.89 
Southern California ...._ 190.00 (10) 190.00 20.00 100.00 (8) 100.00 406.95 18.87 
Canadaigit 20 kia 850.00 699.14 868.00 430.00 (14) 560.80 88.78 490.96 
Columbia District 90.00 45.00 45.00 
Connecticut ....... 120.00 (3) 120.00 45.00 (21) 55.10 15.00 
Florida ...... 105.00 (14) 105.00 5.00 55.00 (2) 82.44 77.83 56.20 
Georgia-Alabama 255.00 129.53 33.00 125.00 82.92 1383.15 85.60 
LUTE Gee em 660.00 (1) 754.64 815.00 (7) 1042.70 49.59 197.68 
Indiana 375.00 250.00 10.00 190.00 (9) 811.68 134.63 90.50 
Iowa ...... 550.00 380.00 275.00 225.00 140.11 83.10 
(Kansastiverr a .-.<qcerse 260.00 (11) 261.00 10.00 130.00 63.51 136.17 81.36 
Kentucky-Tennessee 225.00 (9) 225.00 115.00 (10) 115.00 83.00 62.80 
Wanton o-sesecura<ssered-0d 75.00 (8) 75.00 40.00 (16) 76.86 65.15 24.77 
Maryland 900.00 832.34 78.64 450.00 (20) 456.34 269.24 144.50 
Michigan 815.00 291.00 13.68 160.00 (19) 269.41 110.79 87.40 
Midwest 890.00 (5) 407.60 5.00 210.00 (18) 213.58 56.00 69.65 
Minnesota 315.00 27.30 200.00 111.86 202.94 83.20 
Mississippi 35.00 (17) 35.00 25.00 (28) 25.10 
Montana ..... 50.00 (18) 70.60 20.00 
Nebraska _.... 250.00 (4) 805.89 52.00 125.00 (11) 227.68 106.00 86.92 
New Jersey 525.00 (12) 525.00 260.00 (6) 890.10 50.00 
New York ....... ... 980.00 646.91 85.00 525.00 (8) 677.88 756.46 174.70 
North Carolina ... 2100.00 1400.00 494.00 1000.00 (5) 1105.94 896.04 911.54 
(0) ti weneeeee epee . 1095.00 1000.00 25.00 700.00 (24) 718.48 1104.53 183.29 
Pacific Northwest ........ 90.00 45.00 45.00 
Central Pennsylvania .... 910.00 (2) 1239.00 25.00 500.00 (4) 790.67 564.23 212.85 
Ministerium of Penna.. 2800.00 2366.96°° 89.00 1400.00 1120.15 805.87 440.07 
Pittshurgin see cneriee=: 900.00 777.91 25.00 520.00 166.05 289.02 415.86 
Rocky Mountain 75.00 59.44 40.00 (17) 47.00 85.00 46.33 
South Carolina .. 900.00 (6) 900.00 20.00 275.00 (12) 512.99 830.65 241.76 
Mexas: vsterce 225.00 (16) 234.85 135.30 120.00 (1) 254.20 15.85 156.07 
Virginia _......... 690.00 (7) 690.00 845.00 57.24 144.50 258.53 
West Virginia 120.00 (13) 120.00 75.00 (15) 76.34 136.68 81.57 
Wisconsin ....... 830.00 273.00 180.00 (22) 180.00 288.00 87.54 
Special ..... 120.00 
Nova Scotia ........0:0:-:: 25.00 10.30 

$15,683.11 $1638.62 $10220.52 $7622.16 $4696.31 

©°Does not include $633.57 paid toward 1946 Dues 
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Only New People Can Build 
A New World 


(Continued from Page 8) 


that Don is a “new man.” He joined Alcoholics Anony- 
mous and found that “the rs cure. . . . is to stop drink- 
ing completely, forever. This step is possible only through 
a spiritual experience and with the continued help of God.” 

The “Twelve Steps to Freedom” of the Alcoholics Anony- 
mous show us how this “spiritual experience” is achieved. 
After confessing that life has become unmanageable, “we 
came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could 
restore us... . We made a decision to turn our will and 
our lives over o the care of God, .. . .We made a search- 
ing and fearless inventory of onecives! We admitted to 
God, to ourselves, and to another human being, the exact 
nature of our wrongs. We were entirely ready to have 
God remove these defects of character. We humbly asked 
him to remove our shortcomings. We made a list of all 
persons harmed, . We made direct amends to such 
people whenever possible. ... . We sought through prayer 
and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God, 

. , praying only for knowledge of His will and power 
to carry that out.” 

This program will not only cure alcoholism, it will eradi- 
cate all the remains of the “old man” in us and make “new 
men” of us, no matter what our sins may be. God is at 
work and we must be willing to let Him work in us. The 
“new man” He creates has a religious temper of life, a 
reverent mind and a God-dedicated character. Justice and 
piety blend; self-seeking dies and God-seeking takes its 
place. The ethics of the world are replaced by the will 
of God. Life becomes good, serene and secure. 


Passing the Good Word Along 

But this is not all. Alcoholics Anonymous go one step 
further. “Having had a spiritual experience, we tried to 
carry this message to alcoholics, and to practice these 
principles in all our affairs.” We Christians must do the 
same. Having had a spiritual experience which conquers 
our own sinfulness, we must carry this message to other 
sinners, not only in word but in action, and live the will 
of God openly in all our affairs. Each one of us is a min- 
ister for Jesus Christ if we are of the “new men,” and we 
must bring others to newness of life in Christ Jesus also. 

This is the “new man” at work, and what a wonderful 
work it is. Its results are rich for us personally, but they 


do not stop there. The “new man” at work is the only 


hope of our world. To each of us the Lord commands, 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 5:16). The light which the early 
Christians displayed was charged with turning the world 
upside down. The “old men” always think goodness turns 
their world upside down. It turns the world all right, but 
it turns it rightside up! This is our work. Let us do it! 
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First Conference of Presidents 
Held 


(Continued from Page 11) 


Ample provision was made in the program for the de- 
votional life of the group. Besides the special Thanks- 
giving Day Service in the chapel of Hamma Divinity 
School, every individual session was opened with devo- 
tions by a member of the group. They included Sister 
Elizabeth Huth, treasurer, Luther League of Illinois; Dan 
Anderson, president, Luther League of Minnesota; Paul 
Spindt, president, Southern California District; and Nancy 
Cauble, president, Kentucky-Tennessee Luther League. 
Presiding over the various other sessions were the follow- 
ing League officials—President Logan, Vice-President Ray- 
mond, Secretary Ruth Blackburn and Clarence L. Neun. 

The commodious facilities of Wittenberg College and 
the cordiality of college officials were greatly appreciated, 
but the many and personal services of Art Bauer, presi- 
dent of the Luther League of Ohio, and George Billman, 
vice-president, both Wittenberg students, added greatly 
to the smooth operation of the conference. 


The Luther League of America 


Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 
REV. JOSEPH W. FREASE = “4-5 bases 
REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER - - - = - 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OFFICERS 
HOWARD L. LOGAN - - - - - - 
321 McHenry Road, Glendale 6, California 
ROY HENRICKSON -— - - - oe First Vice-President 
Box 298, Zeliensple. Pa. 


GARFIELD E. RAYMOND - - - = = Second Vice-President 
86 Norman Avenue, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


MISS RUTH BLACKBURN - - Recording Secretary 
2002 P Street, N. W., Walhtagton 6, DG; 


HOWARD TURKHEIMER, JR. - - oy Ee 
405 Muhlenberg Bldg., 1228 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Term 1943-1947 
EDWARD WIGGERT - - 18475 Alcoy Ave., Detroit 5, Michigan 
MISS CLARA ROITSCH - - - Box 515, La Grange, Texas 
MISS RUTH GREVE - 77 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 
REV. CARL A. DRISCOLL - 20 S. Third St., Columbus 15, O. 
(Term 1945-1949) 
CLARENCE L. NEUN~S - I11 Grafton Street, Rochester 5, N. Y. 
Chairman, Special Gifts 
MISS MABEL SEAGLE - 401 Bon View Ave., Lincolnton, N. C. 
REV. W. F. MOST) - 5211 Seward St., Omaha 4, Nebraska 
EUGENE GEIGER - - DeKalb Street, Center Square,: Penna. 
Immediate Past President 
ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER - 62 Lincoln Ave., 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
MRS. PAUL H. COVER - - Chairman, Education Committee 
737 Penn Avenue, New Brighton, Penna 
ROBERT T. MENGES - Chairman, Missionary Committee 
Menges Mills, Penna. 
REV. JOHN P, SHANNON - = Chairman, Life Service Committee 
106 East 22nd Street, Minneapolis 4, Minnesota 


Executive Secretary 
Associate Secretary 


President 


Treasurer 


Cliffside Park, N. J. 
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HARTWICK COLLEGE 


Oneonta, New York 


The Lutheran Co-Educational College of the Catskills 
Founded 1928. Merged with Hartwick Seminary (1797) in June, 1947 


The College overlooks four converging valleys and the towering 
foothills of the Catskills, affording a view of majestic grandeur. 


Programs offered: Four-year curricula leading to the Bachelor 
of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees, comprising liberal arts, 
teacher training (secondary), business administration, nursing, pre- 
theological and parish work. 

Pre-professional curricula in law, 
technicianship and secretarial work. 

|2-week Summer Session begins June 12, 1948. First semester 1948- 
1949 begins September 20, 1948. For literature, address: 


President Henry J. Arnold, Ph.D., LL.D. 


medicine, dentistry, medical 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


“BK. Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 
For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere. 

It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a superior preparation 
for a useful and efficient life. 


Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, includ- 
ing pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 
Established 1924 
A University College 
In Affiliation with the University of Western Ontario 
Co-Educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree 
Four-Year Honor Courses in Classics, English, French, German, 
History. Also Business Administration (first 2 years) 
Three-Year General Courses 
Choice may be made from a wide range of subjects in the Humani- 
ties and Social Sciences. The offerings in Biological and Physical 
Science are being increased. Unusual opportunities exist for Fine 
Art and Music. 
Basic Training for Professions 
Business and Industry, Law, Library Work, 
Social Service, Teaching, and Theology. 
Men's and Women's Residences on the Campus. 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living 
For information apply to: H. T. Lehmann, B.A. Th.D., 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


President. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world-famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 


HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America's Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Reve CL, 


Founded 1842 


For Catalogue write 


Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 
Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
Pre-professional .offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


THIEL COLLEGE 


GREENVILLE, PA. 


A Christian College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 


Co-educational Fully Accredited 


For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 


An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


WAGNER COLLEGE 


A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
And preparation for 


Ministry, Teaching, Law, Medicine, Dentistry, Engineering 
Business Administration, Chemistry, Social Service, Parish Work 
Complete Nursing Course leading to R.N. and B.S. 


Miss Marguerite Hess, M.A. 


Director of Admissions 


STATEN ISLAND 1, NEW YORK CITY 


Walter Consuelo Langsam, Ph.D. 
President 
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MIDLAND COLLEGE 


FREMONT NEBRASKA 


Inexpensive EASTER GIFTS AK 
EASTER BOOKMARKS 


SOLID COPPER—HAMMERED BY HAND 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of attaching 
to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting the bookmark and 
clip. The bookmark is hammered by hand on edges and is made from solid 
copper, burnished and lacquered. 
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EACH BOOKMARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 


35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 
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Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


BIBLE BOOKMARK 


Cross With Luther League Emblem 

Heavy, Special Finish Cardboard, with Luther League 
Emblem in Blue Ink. 

THIS BOOKMARK is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for sick and shut-in folks. Name of Church can be written on 
reverse side. 

It may also be given to each person attending your Easter 
Sunrise Service or some other special Easter service. 

Sample Cheerfully Sent on Receipt of a 3 Cent Stamp for 
Postage. 


A Timely Easter Gift — A Splendid Souvenir 
Aciualstze of hooker 85 Cents Per 100 Postpaid 


Cash MUST Accompany Order (No less than 100 sold) 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) 
we will print your CHURCH OR YOUR e 
LEAGUE'S NAME on reverse side, any 


tit to 200. Additi | hundreds, . : . 
20, canto per hundred: aim = ial ee eae Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


